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By James 








HE beginning of the new year is a time when 

we are planning ways of making our service 

in the church and Sunday-school more effective. 

~The TIMES advertising columns offer valuable sug- 

gestions as to ways of accomplishing this. It’s a 

good plan to read these columns every week, and 
now is a good time to start the plan. 
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A Silver Touch from God 


By A. T. White 


“A silver touch from God, I call it,’ remarked a young 
English “speaking Chinese Christian of.a light snowfall. 
: SILVER ‘touch from: God 
Lustering the dry brown sod, _- 
Adoring ¢arth with purest pearly sheen. 
Unsightly trash and dirt — 
All that would eye avert — 
Transformed, are shining spotless, pure, and clean. 


A silver touch from heaven 
To waiting fields is given, 

Where sprouting wheat foretells*the next year’s grain. 
A miracle it boasts! 





This séed will feed earth’s hosts 
With God’s gold seen, and silver snow and rain. 


A silver touch ! Oh, Lord, 
By Spirit and by Word 
Let such a touch upon my heart be laid 
: My soul to beautify 
My life to fructify 
Till e’en in me Thy glory is displayed. 
A silver touch Yea, more! 
Lord, grant a swift downpour 
On sin-stained souls, and parchéd hearts, world wide ! 
Purge, energize, and burn, 
Till hard hearts melt, and turn 
To own as King, the Lord with piercéd side. 





Wit’s End 

God stands ready to meet us at our wit’s -end. 
Many roads lead to that point: financial trouble, sick- 
ness, business problems, opposition in mission work, 
an unruly Sunday-school class, besetting sins. God 
has. something to say to us at the end of each of these 
roads. The danger is that we may retrace our steps 
and try to find the answer ourselves, or turn to a 
friend for advice before we look to God; or that 
we may become discouraged. But it is a good thing 
to know that we have reached the end of our re- 
sources. For then we can begin to learn of God's 
infinite wisdom and grace. When Jehoshaphat was 
faced by hosts of enemies he cried to God, “Neither 
know we what to do! but our eyes are upon thee” 
(2 Chron. 20:12). At once God answered: “Be not 
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multi- 
tude; for the battle is not your’s, but God’s.” Thien 
he told Jehoshaphat just what to do and what not 
to do. In financial trouble there is Philippians 4: 19, 
“Byt my God shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” In sickness there 


Cor. 12:9). 


may be healing (Jas. 5:14, t5}3* but if not, there 
is the comfort, “My grace is sufficient for thee” (a 
There are hundreds of passages for vic- 
tory in the face of besetting sins: Just one is 1 Corin- 
thians 10:13: “There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man+ but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you te be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye ‘may be able to bear it.” For 
nameless cares and anxiety there is 1 Peter 5:7: 
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for 
you.” What do we do at our wit’s end? Do we go 
back over the old way and try again? Do we worry? 
Do we give up to discouragement? ‘Let us rather turn 
to God and say with Jehoshaphat, “Neither know we 
what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.” 
wr. 

Dying Gods 

All gods but One will die. The Bible mentions 
“sods” scores of times, showing that “there be gods 
many, and lords many,” while it also declares that 
“to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, . . . and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things” (1 Cor. 8:5, 6). The Advent 
Witness of London calls attention to an article in the 
London Times entitled “Dying Gods,” in which the 
writer speaks of the “dying gods” of paganism and 
says: “Christianity is nowadays more often criticized 
than studied, and not a féw are more anxious to prove 
it false than to believe it true.” The reason for this, 
says The Advent Witness, is that the gods of pagan- 
ism were deified lusts and passions. They encourage 
men in their worst. Christ offers to deliver men from 
their worst. Those men who, for one reason or an- 


other, want to be delivered from either the power or 
the penalty of sin are likely, sooner or later, to be- 
lieve in God and his Christ. Those who persuade 
themselves that there is no eternal penalty for. sin, 
or who want to continue in their sins, hold on te 
their dying gods and reject the only true God. 
‘The Advent Witness says: “Men today give up their 
former belief in Christianity not because they are 
convinced it is false, but because they don’t want to 
believe it is true.” 
a“ 


When We Justify Ourselves 


Human nature is usually more than willing to 
make the attempt to justify itself. We are told of a 
certain lawyer that, upon being assured by our Lord 
that in fulfilling the two great commandments con- 
cerning love to God and to one’s neighbors he should 
have eternal life, “he, willing to justify himself,” be- 
gan to quibble as lawyers sometimes will, and asked, 
“Who is my neighbor?” Recently the daily press 
contained a ‘story of a certain motorist who was 
ordered to the curb for speeding.’ And he, willing to. 
justify himself, began forthwith to argue with the 
traffic officer. In a further attémpt to vindicate him- 
self he undertook to demonstrate to the officer how 
fast he had been driving. . Inr watching his speedometer, 
however, he failed to watch the road ahead, ran into 
a horse-drawn vehicle, and-killed. one_ of. the occupants. 
It is only when man gives over the sad, futile business 
of trying to justify himself and, crying “God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner,” is fully justified by faith in the 
atoning blood of Christ, that he is .in the attitude of 
mind best fitted to recognize his neighbor and that 
neighbor’s rights on the highway of life. 


“Our Father” 


By An Unknown Christian 


YOD is our Father. Prayer is made easy when 
once we remember this. My belief is that 
all prayer should begin with that word Father, 

“Father of us.” 

But have we ever faced the fact of all that this 
implies, and all it involves? Three great truths flash 
out with dazzling brightness. We see at once that 
when we utter those words “Our Father,” into the 
ear of God, we put ourselves, as it were, by the side 
of Jesus Christ, God’s well-beloved Son; we realize 
that we are children of God only because we are in 
Christ, and Christ is in us. : 

Our Lord nearly always speaks of God, and to 
God, as Father. Seventeen times in the Sermon on 
the Mount he uses that word Father. His first known 
utterance is about his Father. “Wist ye not that 
I must be about my Father’s business?” or, as the 
Revised Version puts it, “in my Father’s house” (Luke 
2:49). In his last words upon the cross, he cries, 
“Father, into thy hands I commend:my spirit” (Luke 
23:46). All through his life he had committed body, 
soul, and spirit into the Father’s hands. He could 
say, fa do always those things that please him” (John 

: 29). 

When he rose again from the ‘dead, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene with the word Father on 
his lips. “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and 
to my God, and your God” (John 20: 17). 


The Unknown Christian writes the Editor: “Have just 
finished a week’s mission in a South London slum area. 
We had the Town Hall, which holds about twelve hundred 
and (I am told) flies the Red flag of Communism! The 
Mayor took the chair at the opening meeting, and the ex- 
Mayor at the final one. It took a little to ‘hold’ the hall 
packed full of children.. From four to five hundred people 
— mostly ‘very poor—came every afternoon for Victorious 
Life talks. This was really remarkable.” 

This is the fourth article in the series on “Perfect 
Prayer,” or “The Lord’s Prayer in Practice,” by the Un- 
known Christian of England. The series will continue in 
The Sunday School Times in frequent issues. 


Notice the order in which the words occur: first, 
Father, then God. His first greeting to the assembled 
disciples on that first Easter Day was, “Peace be unte 
you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” 
(John 20:21). Deo we remember these things when 
we say “Our Father”? We are brethren of Christ Jesus. 

We might well accustom ourselves to pause after 
those two words every time we pray; pause for a 
few moments, if only to recollect how reverently our 
Lord Jesus Christ, himself God, spoke to his Father 
and ours. “Holy Father” (John 17:11). “O sight- 
eous Father” (v. 25); “Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth” (Matt. 11:25). Father! This is the name te 
be hallowed. Surely we need. to “be still” before 
God. Simon Peter sojourned with the Saviour many 
months without knowing who he really was. 

How did the revelation come to him that. impelled 
him to cry out, “Thou art the--Christ, the Son of the 
living God”? (Matt. .16: 16.) ; -Listen to our: Lord’s 
reply, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven” (v.17). The very’ words 
recall the Lord’s Prayer. But think — Has the Father 
no revelation.for us,. for. you and me? 

f we “worship the Father in §pirit and in truth’ —~ 
and “the Father seeketh such to worship him” — shall 
we not also be “blest”? (John 4:23, 24.) “My Father 
. . . honoureth, me,” said; Christ (John 8:54): “IE 
any man serve me, him will my Father honour” ( 


12: 26). 
“What Is God Like?” is the title of a recent book: 
by a well-known bishop. Christ tells us—he is like 


a Father. A speaker said in a London broadcast- 
address, that men objected to the emphasis laid on the 
fact that God is our Father. ‘What use is it to me,” 
they say, “to be told to look upon God as a Father, 
when my earthly father fails to produce an atom of 
respect in my mind?” But did not our Lord say, 
“Except .ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven”? 
(Matt. 18: 3.) : 
Now one characteristic of a little ‘child is absolute 
and implicit belief and trust in its father. Father 
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is the best and greatest man in the world to a child. 
Nothing can be wrong that father does. He is perfect. 

That is how we are to regard God. And as we 
grow in knowledge, we find that in him is “no fault 
at all”’ “God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all” (1 John 1:5). “Your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). He never yet made a 
mistake and never will do so. He is love. He is 
perfect in wisdom, and knows what is best for each 
of his children, and knows “how to perform that 
which is good” for us. 

Philip never spake a truer word than when he said, 
“Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us” (John 
14:8). 

And not only do we put ourselves by thé side of 
the Lord Jesus, but we glorify him when we pray 
“Our Father.” Did our Lord not say, “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but my me. ... He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father”? (John 14:6, 9.) 
Did Christ not say, “Neither-knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him’? (Matt. 11: 27.) 

Yes, those two words “Our Father” are literally 
pregnant with blessing. How can we ever hurriedly 
repeat them? 

Our Father—the very thought of Father assures 
us of a readiness to bless. Having said Father, we 
need not “fill our mouth with arguments,” as Job 
expresses it. 

And the Lord Jesus who bids us call God Father 
also adds this gracious reminder: “The Father him- 
self loveth you.” It is indeed a comforting and blessed 
thought — fact —that God is my Father. But we are 
bidden to approach God not with the words my Father, 
but our Father. Our—that is the difficult word. 
Prayer cannot be selfish. 

When we pray, much—very much—depends upon 
how big is the OUR we use. Whom do we consciously 
and. deliberately and Jovingly include in that “our”? 
The Samaritan woman reminded our Lord that the 
Jews had no dealings with Samaritans. Christ re- 
minded her that God was “the Father” —his children 
must be friends (John 4:23). Into our prayer we 
always take our loved ones. Shall we not also include 
our friends, our clergy, our people, our- neighbors, 
our chyrch? Shall we stop there? The Lord Jesus 
did not. He prayed for his murderers. So we shall 
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remember before God the outcast, the criminal, the 
fallen, the heathen who know not God, and the Mo- 
hammedan who knows not the true God. For whether 
or not they call. God- “Father” we know that it is 
God’s desire that they should do so. “It is not the will 
of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish” (Matt. 18:14). “The Lord 
is . . . not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9, R. V.). 

But it is easy enough to pray for the lost. The 
difficulty arises when we think of those who differ 
from us—those who oppose us, those who endeavor 
to hinder our work. Yet we must bring them all 
into our prayer. Those under us, those over us, those 
who lovd us, those who hate us. Sin. separates us: 
separates man from God, and from his fellow man. 

Prayer unites us. And every time we pray this 
prayer let us pause a moment over that little word 
“our.” If we can pray that, how blessed shall we be, 
For then there will be no selfishness, no exclusiveness, 
no taint of pride in our prayers. For there are no 
degrees in sonship, All sons are equally sons. Rich 
and poor, wise and ignorant, if children of God, are 
all alike “sons.” The apostle Paul was not mere a 
son of God thaz you are—than I am! God has no 
favorites. All God’s children are very much alike 
when on their Knees bowed in prayer! 

We see then that the Lord’s Prayer, which seems so 
simple that a little child can lisp its petitions, widens 
out in our hearts until it encircles and embraces the 
whole world. 

“Our Father—”’ Some have even ventured to de- 
clare that we need go no farther than this, that those 
two words are prayer enough. 

Yet our Saviour bids us say “Our Father” —and 
other things beside. The fact that God knows all 
our needs is given us as a reason for bringing those 
needs to God in prayer. “For your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of,. before ye ask him. After 
this manner therefore pray ye” (Matt. 6:8, 9). What 
“things”? Surely not food and raiment? The Gen- 
tiles may be anxious about those; we need not be. 
God will not treat. his children less bountifully than 
the birds of the air, or the flowers of the field! Yet 
he bids us pray, “Give us bread.” He longs to give 
us the fullness of his blessing; and he will do so the 
moment we are capable of receiving it, and pray for it. 





The “ Christian Lawyer's” Father 


The “Christian Lawyer” whose articles in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times have brought such a blessing 
to many in marshaling stalwart evidences of the 
Christian faith is Mr. Irwin H. Linton, of Washing- 
ton, D. C. Many readers of the Times have known 
of his identity, and the volume now published con- 
taini the Times articles, entitled “A Lawyer and 
the Bible,” bears his name on the title page. A 
few weeks ago the Editor received a letter from Mr. 
Linton. asking prayer in behalf of his beloved father, 
who had been stricken by pneumonia: A prayer group 
in- the Times office gladly united in this fellowship of 
prayer. A few days later came the following letter 
frem Mr. Linton: 

“Following up my letter of the other day asking 
your prayer on behalf of my dear father, I write to 
say that he does not need anything now but our con- 
gratulations, for he went on over last night at eleven 
o'clock, and I imagine the bells are still ringing and 
the ‘shining ones’ are still shaking father’s hand and 
embracing him to show ‘how welcome he is into their 
company.’ 

“He was seventy-seven, and had been an active 
ruling elder, always on the side of true, evangelistic 
faith since he was twenty-four. He used much of the 
little remaining breath he had, as pneumonia slowly 
filled: his lungs, to make a courtly little introduction 
of my wife to Dr. Sterling Ruffin, his distinguished 
physician. This doctor had only a casual acquaintance 
with. him. before, but said he was thankful for the 
privilege of meeting him even on his death-bed, as 
he saw the manner of his dying. My father had one 
of the loveliest, strongest faces, — something like that 
of the father of Dr. Northcote Deck, —and as he lies 
now he is the veritable image of Mr. Greatheart prone 
after winning his last fight. ‘Thanks be unto God 
for his unspeakable gift’ of his Gospel, which takes 
all the sting out of death and gives us only the tender 
even if heart-breaking sorrow which is but the surface 
disturbance on the deep ocean of peace in our hearts. 
. “Hiustrating how much my father was loved here 
is the fact that not a man I have met today, from 
bank presidents and the editor of our great daily 





4“A Lawyer and the Bible,” by I. H. Linton, may Be 
ordered ($1.50) from H. Trumbull Howard, conducting the 
Sunday School. Times. Book Service, gor West Durham 
Road, Mount Airy; Philade!phia, Pa, 
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paper to casual clients and clerks, has heard of his 
death without breaking down. He was about the 
oldest member of our bar, and came here from Phila- 
delphia with his father and mother about seventy years 
ago. One of our largest Presbyterian churches he 
started as a mission Sunday-schoot in a blacksmith 
shop. To the time of his death he led a prayer circle 
which has met for about thirty years to pray for 
missions and souls, and he went Sunday evenings to 
work in a rescue mission. He was always so joyous, 
especially in anticipation of the other life, that dis- 
tressed people from everywhere, and in the office 
building, used to come to him daily to tell their trou- 
bles. He took THe Sunpay Scuoo. Times just 
about all his life, and it touched him deeply that you 
all took the trouble to publish my little articles. 
Thank God with me, brother, for the eternal welfare 
of my dear father and of us all through Christ Jesus 
our Lord. I have no doubt that he and your father 
will soon meet if they have not already —and ‘my 
heart falls sick with longing’ to hurry on, as did 
Christian’s and Hopeful’s as they saw the spires of 
the Celestial City in the distance.” 

It will bring blessing to many readers of the Times 
to know of the abundant entrance of this beloved 
father into the presence of his Lord and ours. The 
senior Mr. Linton was a distinguished citizen of 
Washington as well as a leader in Christian service. 
He was one of the first Directors of the old American 
National Bank, and he continued as a Director of the 
Federal American National Bank. For twenty years 
he had been President of the Presbyterian Alliance 
of all the Presbyterian Churches of the District: of 
Columbia. He was President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Washington City Orphan Asylum, having suc- 
ceeded his life-long friend and early law partner the 
late J. J. Darlington, the distinguished lawyer whose 
triumphant death-bed experiences were described in 
the closing article of the younger Mr. Linton’s series 
in the Times. He was also a Director of the Affica 
Inland Mission, and one of the financial sponsors for 
the new Westminster Theological Seminary which was 
opened last autumn in Philadelphia. Almost to the 
day of his death he was one of the faithful workers 
at the Georgetown Branch of the Gospel Mission. 
Early in his career he had served as secretary of 
the Tilden-Hays investigating committee of the House 
of Representatives, and had been: private secretary of 
Justice Stephen J. Field of the United States Supreme 
Court. But his prayer life and Christian testimony 
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outshone his other distinguished services. He be-= 


lieved that prayer was the Christian’s greatest work. , 


The loving sympathy of THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times 


staff and its family of readers is extended to the te 
widow and children of this true man of God; and 


with the sympathy, joyous. congratulation for the 
blessing of such a husband, father, and friend. 


x< 
Are All Christians Born Again? - 


Are not the new birth and salvation simultaneous? 
Or, more than that, are they not one and the same 
thing? I have always understood that every Chris- 
tian is born again, and it seemed strange to me when 
I heard some one give a different teaching. Is not 
the reason why many Christians do not have the 
victorious life, because they have not surrendered, 
rather than because they are not born again? 


The new birth is salvation; salvation comes only: 
by the new birth. The English word for being 
born again, or the new birth, is regeneration, from 
the Latin “re,” meaning “again,” and “generare,” to 
beget. Only those who are regenerated by faith in 
Christ as Saviour are saved. It was the Lord him- 
self who said to Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. . . . That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again .. . For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life’ (John 3: 3-16). 

The Scofield Reference Bible has a valuable note 
on John 3:3, setting forth the Scriptural truth con- 
cerning the new birth, with many references: 


Regeneration: (1) The necessity of the new birth 
grows out of the incapacity of the natural man to 
“see” or “enter into” the kingdom of God. However 
gifted, moral, or refined, the natural man is abso- 
lutely blind to spiritual truth, and impotent to enter 
the kingdom; for he can neither obey, understand, 
nor please God (John 3? 8 5, 6; Psa. 51:5; Jer. 
17:9; Mark 7: 21-23; 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 8:7, 8; 

Eph. 2:3. See Matt. 6:33 note). (2) The new 

birth is not a reformation of the old nature (Rom. 

6:6, note), but a creative act of the Holy Spirit 

(John 3:5; 1:12, 133 2 Cor. 53:27; Eph. 2: 103 

4:24). (3) The condition of the new birth is faith 

in Christ crucified (John 3:14, 15; 1:12, 13; Gal. 

3:24). (4) Through the new birth the believer 

becomes a partaker of the divine nature and of the 

life of Christ Himself (Gal. 2: 20; Eph. 2:10; 4: 

aq; Col. 2: 27; t Pet, 32 ag-8§3 2 Pet. 23 $3.35 

5: 10-12). 

To receive Christ, by faith in him as the Son of 
God.and as one’s personal Saviour, is the condition 
of the new birth. Thus we read concerning Christ 
that “as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, 
nor. of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God” (John 1:12, 13). The first or natural 
physical birth is “of blood” and of the will of the 
flesh” and “of the will of man.” The second or spir- 
itual birth is of none of these, but “of God.” And so 
the apostle John writes: ‘Whosoever believeth ‘that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1). 

Christ himself becomes the life of all who accept 
him as their Saviour by faith in him and in the suffi- 
ciency of his sacrifice in their behalf when he 
shed his blood for them in his death on the cross 
and was raised again from the dead. As they thus 
receive him, he receives them, and they are joined 
to Christ by the Holy Spirit in organic and eternal 
union. Therefore we read: “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son. of God 
hath not life’ (1 John 5:12). For, as we read in 
the preceding verse, “God hath given to us éternal 
life, and this life is in his Son.” Therefore “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

But even those who, having received Christ as 
Saviour, have been born again and therefore have 
become sons of God can sin. Not only that: they 
are certain to sin unless they present their bodies 
a living sacrifice unto God, and trust him to keep 
them from sinning. The earnest inquirer whose let- 
ter is given above is right in saying that failure to 
surrender wholly to God will prevent even truly born 
again Christians from living the victorious life. 
Romans 12:1 calls upon us to present ourselves to 
him; so does Romans 6: 13, in the call to “yield your- 
selves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteous- 
ness unto God.” Having thus yielded and presented 
ourselves to him, we are to trust him, mement by 
moment, to keep us. It is possible even to be fully 
surrendered and yet defeated by sin; to our surrender 


we must add faith in the keeping power of the all 


sufficient grace of God. And faith must be in the 
present tense— we must thank him, not that he can 
keep us, or that he will keep us, but that he is keeping 
us now. 
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Archeology’s Discoveries in 1929 


Looking at history upstream—from the latest to the earliest dates 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., 
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President of Xenia Theological Seminary, and 
Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 
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HE year 1929 has been a very fruitful year in 

research in Bible Lands. We have tasted of the 

fruits of research each in its season as they were 
produced. Let us now at the end of the year, and be- 
fore the fruits of a new season begin to come in, sit 
down to a banquet of all that we have had ‘throughout 
the year and so get a comprehensive -view of all: the 
great discoveries already familiar to us. We shall 
review Bible history as thus revealed. 

But when we review Bible history with archeologi- 
cal illustrations we are obliged to undergo a rather 
unusual experience; we must look at the history up- 
stream. The usual historical method is to look down- 
stream, beginning at the earliest period and coming 
down toward the present. But archeological history 
as found in the field has to be examined in the re- 
verse order. Remains of the latest history are on the 
top and as we go down in the débris we go back in 
the history to earlier times;. the beginning is at the 
bottom. That would be a queer place for us to begin; 
so we shall begin on the suriace representing the 
latest history and look at history upstream. . The 
actual sensation of one in the excavation work, in 
trying to understand what he finds, is that he is 
standing on his head! If that will help you to under- 
stand, just imagine you are standing on your head! 

Now for a view of things ‘as they have come to 
light the past year. 

we 


From the Windows of Solomon’s Stables 


HESE stables are not the famous arches support- 

ing the platform of the Temple Area at Jeru- 
salem, usually shown to tourists with the solemn as- 
surance that “these are King Solomon’s stables.” 
However those arcades may have been used, the real 
Solomon’s stables were found at the great fortress 
of Megiddo. Many years ago Shoemaker dug in a 
desultory way at these ruins and found the stables, 
but did ‘not know what they were. That is the mis- 
fortune of those who do not do their work system- 
atically. Now the University of Chicago expedition 
is conducting the work in a systematic way and at 
once the real character of the construction becomes 
apparent. Solomon brought horses from Egypt for 
his chariot corps. I wonder if they were like” the 
magnificent Arab steeds now seen in Egypt and 
Arabia. He certainly stabled them in royal fashion. 


The stalls are paved and neatly arranged, seemingly - 


as well equipped as the stables that the kings of 
finance and sport build in America. It gives some- 
thing of a thrill to stand in these elaborate construc- 
tions and look out as those precious, petted chargers 
of the great king looked out. Something. of the 
luxury and magnificence of those tinies seems to gather 
about us. There was a national prosperity quite com- 
parable to that of America today. Will ours end as 
did that? If we follow the road as they did, we shall 
end as they ended. 
+ 


Egypt’s Waterloo at the Hand of David 


Now, we move along up the stream of history a 
little, not far, to the reign of Solomon’s father 
David. The Bible reveals to us that the Israelites did 
not fully drive out the Canaanites for a long, long 
time. -It, however, does not tell us that the Philistines 
who were in the foreground were backed up all the 
while by the old enemy Egypt. They had a sort of 
“mandate” over the Philistines which was not given 
them by any League of Nations, but assumed by them- 
selves. So it was that the great fortress of Beth 
Shean was held by the Philistines down to the time 
of David,—and Egyptian influence was behind the 
Philistines. When David consolidated the nation un- 
der his rule, he drove out the Philistines from the 
fortress which was the key at once to the Jordan 
Valley, the Lake of Galilee, and the Plain of Es- 
draelon. But it is found now, as the great work of the 
University of Pennsylvania progresses at Beth Shean, 
that Egyptian influence, Egyptian religion, Egyptian 
art and literature were here still in the guise of a 
Philistine government, somewhat as England is at 
Jerusalem, as the Palestinian government. The taking 
of Beth Shean by David was a Waterloo for Egypt. 
It broke her ancient hold on the land. She did not 
finally and fully withdraw until, in the days of Solo- 
mon, that king made a diplomatic marriage with the 
daughter of Pharaoh and got Gezer, another Philis- 
tine city, as a dowry with his wife. All of which 
preity, social doings meant that the poor girl. was a 
hostage from her father and a spy on her husband to 
see that neither of them started anything in interna- 


Solomon brought horses from Egypt for his 
chariot corps. He stabled them in magnificent 
stalls, and travelers in Palestine are often told 
that these stalis are under the Temple Area at 
Jerusalem. But the real stables were found at 
Megiddo, and the University of Chicago Expedi- 
tion has recently been uncovering the fine build- 
ings, which tell of a national prosperity as great 
as America’s. 

Another expedition has been working on a 
Philistine temple to Ashtaroth at Beth Shean, 
where the heads of Saul and Jonathan were 
placed after the battle of Gilboa. These are 
only two of the matters of interest spoken of by 
Dr. Kyle in this bird's-eye view of progress in 
archeology during the past year. 








tional politics between Israel and Egypt. Great is 
diplomacy. It is a less offensive name than camou- 
flage ! s 


Trophies in a Triumphal March 


HAKESPEARE speaks of one going to dine “not 

where one eats, but where one is eaten.” This 
triumphal procession of Saul and Jonathan was not 
where they triumphed, but where their heads were 
carried in a Philistine triumph. We have now taken 
another jaunt along the back road of history and 
shall look in upon the battle of Gilboa and its fatal 
outcome. . Saul in desperation consulted a witch se- 
cretly; but God knew about it and sent Samuel to 
meet him and thus terrified the witch even more than 
he did Saul. In the battle, Jonathan loyally stood 
beside his father and they both fought to the death. 
Their bodies were found on the field of battle. Ex- 
ultingly the Philistines cut off the royal heads and 
bore them in triumph, gory trophies to grace their 


triumphal entry into Beth Shean. There they hung. 


them up at the gate to warn all enemies, and their 
other trophies they placed in the temple of Ashtaroth. 
There the University of Pennsylvania excavators have 
found, not as yet the trophies, but the very temple 
itself. It was not an insignificant shrine, as we might 
have expected, since we had known so little of the 
Philistine greatness in this region, but a great temple 
about ninety feet long and sixty feet wide. How 
wonderfully. our conception of things ancient enlarges 
by even a little glimpse into the objects and the events 
not described in the Bible. So many things that 
the people of that time would have understood in a 
narrative like that are now by the decay of civiliza- 
tions and the oblivion of forgetfulness stripped away 
so that we do not see them until some little look 
through an archeological window makes them known 
to us. 


Telitale Ashes of Conquest Days 


BOUT the last thing expected to give us much 
information is ashes. Things are often burned 
to destroy all evidence. Yet ashes may sometimes 
tell us more than a book. At/‘one place in the excava- 
tions at Kirjath-sepher we found great grain pits deep 
in the ashes of grain, and fragmentary bones of a 
little child, an old man, and a young woman. How 
eloquent of tragedy! They were all unburied. They 
had perished in the siege and the final burning of 
the city. These little fragments let us have a glimpse 
of the horrors of conquest whether ancient or modern. 
But this layer of ashes tells us great historical 
facts as well as the horrors of individual disaster. 
The burning. at this time was a fearful conflagration. 
The ashes are in places two or three inches thick. 
They extend round about the gate and for some dis- 
tance into the city. As far as the wood material of 
the entrance of the city extended the fire burned. 
Wood does not abide in this damp climate, but char- 
coal, especially when imbedded in ashes, resists the 
damp. From some places in the ruins, especially at 
the last burning by Nebuchadnezzar, we gathered up 
quite a basketful of charcoal from the great fire, took 
it to our kitchen, and our Armenian cook prepared 
our meals by means of it. It seemed almost sacrilege 
to give ourselves pleasure out of the death agony of 
a city! 

The greatest interest of this telltale layer of ashes 
is yet to be told. We were forever picking up broken 
pieces of old clay pots and examining them and stor- 
ing them away for future study. For it is by the pot- 
tery that we are able to identify and to date the his- 
tory. The potsherds below and above this layer of 


ashes were most informing. Along with the -pottery 
also were the implements and the weapons that told 
us of the metals in use. Below this layer of ashes 
a careful examination of the pieces of pottery showed 
that it was all Canaanite. Likewise the implements 
and the weapons were Canaanite and made of bronze. 
No iron whatever appeared. Evidently up to that 
layer of ashes the Canaanites occupied the city and 
as yet did not use iron, at least extensively, if at all. 
Above this layer of ashes a very different state of 
things was revealed; every bit of pottery was Israel- 
ite! unmistakably Israelite. Besides, all the weapons 
and the tools were also Israelite, and made of tron. 
The more beautiful and costly bronze had disappeared.. 
Never again did we find a piece of bronze in the city, 
except one arrowhead. This was almost certainly shot 
into the city by an enemy from without, and so did 
not represent Israelite weapons. 

Thus this layer of ashes makes very certain several 
things, fixes forever our historical ideas here, and 
settles some long-drawn-out controversies. Here was 
manifestly a great conflict that ended in the burning 
of the city. The Canaanites were certainly not burn- 
ing their own city to get charcoal! Then this conflict 
ended in a conquest, for the character of the civiliza- 
tion after that fire is entirely different from that be- 
fore the fire. Still further, the conquest was an /srael- 
ite conquest, for did not the Israelites occupy the city 
ever afterward till its final destruction by Nebuchad- 
nezzar? As the Israelite civilization begins here and 
is continuous, this must have been the conquest at 
the incoming of the Israelites into the land. So this 
siege was by Othniel under Joshua. ‘How dramatic 
to be able thus to stand by, as it were, and see that 
memorable conflict which is recorded in the first chap- 
ter of the Book of Judges! 

Now some one is sure to ask, What was the date 
of that siege? The Bible does- not tell us dates esti- 
mated from the death of Christ. All dates B. C. must 
be estimated by us. . Heretofore the estimates have 
been necessarily vague, and alas, disagreement has 
arisen. The date of the Exodus and so of the Con- 
quest has varied among able investigators as much 
as three hundred years, all the way from 1450 B. C. 
to 1150 B. C.. The débris below and above this layer 
of ashes fixes the Conquest exactly at the beginning 
of the Iron Age, for there was no metal below but 
bronze, and none above but iron. That might have 
seemed an inexplicable thing, if it had not been that 
in God’s good providence, which always makes things 
work together aright, Sir William Flinders Petrie, at 
the very time we were uncovering history at Kirjath- 
sepher, was’ likewise uncovering parallel history at 
Gerar and later at Beth Pelet a few miles to the 
southwest. There he found the smelting furnaces of 
the Philistines. They had begun to produce iron; 
perhaps they introduced it; at any rate they made it 
from the ore and henceforth for a long time they 
jealously kept a monopoly of it. We read of the 
Israelites in the time of the Judges, how they had to 
go down to the Philistines to have sharpened the im- 
plements of the field. All in order that the Philistines 
might keep a- monopoly of this great invention and 
discovery and also that the Israelites might not make 
swords and spears. Now when the smelting furnaces 
made iron abundant and cheap, it quickly drove out 
the expensive bronze, as the automobile drove out the 
horse.from our civilization within twenty-five years. 

Still the questioner is asking, How long B. C. did 
this happen? The most expert opinion is that the 
Iron Age began in Palestine about 1275 B. C. There 
is a possible error that might extend twenty-five years 
either way; that is, the pottery chronology is exact 
to-within fifty years. If that does not seem very 
exact, remember that there is a possible error of three 
hundred years in present chronology for the date of 
the Exodus and the Conquest, an error which has to 
be distributed all along the line of Old Testament 
chronology. How much, in all, a layer of ashes 
may tell us! - 


Following Balaam in His Prophesying 
PERE MALLON, one of my colleagues in the ex- 
D 


lorations at Sodom, has recently been exploring - 


on his own account on the Plain of Moab, where the 
Israelites rested after their long trek in the wilder- 
ness, before they attempted the conquest of Canaan. 
As we are going up the stream of Biblical history 
in the recent discoveries, this exploration in Moab: is 
next in order. The report of the explorer is most 
striking, but ought not to be surprising to anyone who 
believes in the truthfulness of the Biblical record. He 
was able to identify practically every item in the story 
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of the sojourn opposite Jericho. The verisimilitude 
of the narrative when compared with the scenery and 
experiences on the ground is most interesting. Every 
one of the towns mentioned in the account was found 
exactly where the story locates it and in each cas¢ 
still bearing a name that an Arabist, familiar with 
the local intonations, is easily able to identify in the 
Arabic names that: the places still bear. Moreover 
even the silence of the Biblical narrative concerning 
some places found there now becomes informing. The 
argument from silence comes, under peculiar circum- 
stances, to be most positive. Those who do not be- 
lieve the Word of God and who are not familiar with 
the ways of the archeologist might easily have con- 
cluded that the Biblical narrative was faulty because 
it made no mention of these places, evidently, from 
their appearance, important towns. But “Pére Mallon: 
was not so: hasty in drawing conclusions. He examined 
the pottery of those places not mentioned in the ac- 
count. At once the reason for the silence was ap- 
parent. There was no pottery of a date later than the 
Early Bronze Age. This ended about 1800 B. C., 
at least 500 years before Israel came along this way! 
These cities were already ancient ruins when Israel 
camped here and Balaam prophesied. No wonder no 
mention was made of them! 

Most interesting also is the topography of Balak’s 
maneuvers to have Balaam say what he wished him 
to say. The points to. which he took the prophet are: 
easily identified, and the view in each case of the 
plain on which Israel was encamped is exactly that 
described. in the narrative. The whole story of this. 
strange episode becomes vividly real thus as we fcl- 
low Balaam in his prophesying.’ 


The Home Land of the First Pilgrim Father 


U® OF the Chaldees is probably identified with 
Mughair, though there has been some contro- 
versy and there is still a little doubt. But that does not 
affect the identification of the home land of the first 
Pilgrim Father. Though Mughair is not certainly 
the home city of Abram, it certainly is in the imme- 
diate neighborhood, and so the civilization of the land 
of the father of the faithful is correctly represented 
here. 

“ Two things are becoming increasingly apparent 
as the excavations by the University of Pennsylvania 
and the British Museum proceed: the remarkable 
civilization from which Abram emigrated, and the low 
state of religion from which he escaped by going out. 
The civilization is a continual surprise and delight; a 
surprise in that the farther back the history is ex- 
plored, the higher the civilization becomes. In the 
days of Abram at Ur the agriculture and the com- 
merce were in a flourishing state, and law seemed to 
have assumed the exalted place it now holds in the 
most advanced nations. A great temple of justice 
was found, an immense building, suitable for a state 
of jurisprudence comparable to that represented by our 
Supreme Court at Washington, of which the Hall of 
Justice is yet to be built. As we go farther back in 
the history at Ur evidences of art and architecture 
increase until it is apparent that we have to do with 
a ¢ivilization equal to the best of Greece or Egypt. 
Indeed the ancient world furnishes nothing to surpass 
the jewelry and the gold and silver ornaments and 
articles brought out of the tombs. 

Not less in interest than this high art is the low 
state of religion and morals. At last the most indubit- 
able evidence of human sacrifice has been found. Is 
it any wonder, when God would make a new beginning 
of his revelation and his kingdom on earth, that he 
called one who was to lead to come out and be sepa- 
rate? The children of God are known by those they 
separate from. 

Str. Leours. 


How to “Eat” the Word 
By James M. Gray, D.D. 


“HE only way to hold the Word in your mind is 
‘te memorize it. It is not hard to do this, and 
when. you begin to see the benefit of it, it becomes 
3 real pleasure. Make the task as easy as possible 

y taking a small portion at a time. 

»In- other words, while you are a beginner let the 
passage of Scripture be so small that it may be readily 
recalled several times during the busy day. And see 
that you do recall it—that is the point. © Master 
your will in the matter until it obeys you almost auto- 
matically, and you are able to recall the Scripture 
without effort. You will be surprised how soon you 
will be able to do this, and it will mean so much to 
you. It will be better than counting the bank notes 
you. have been hoarding up somewhere, or tasting a 
sweet morsel hidden away, or conversing with a friend 
whom. you. love very much. 

The other morning at family prayers I read this 
werse in. Proverbs 18:10: “The name of the Lord 
is a streng tower: the righteous runneth into it, and 
is safe.” I at once fastened it correctly in’ my mind, 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and as I walked to my office, I kept “eating it,” and 
turning it over and over and getting such a sweet 
taste out of it, and such a sense of strength and spir- 
itual satisfaction. 

“The name of the Lord,” said I, “why that means 
the Lord himself! He is a ‘strong tower.’ And the 
‘strong tower’?” In olden time, that was a place 
of defense and protection; like our forts today. “The 
righteous runneth into it.” Who can the righteous be, 
save those who are made righteous through receiving 
Christ by faith as their righteousness? ‘‘Runneth.” 
There is a thought of haste because of the pursuit of 
the enemy, and Paul’s words came to my mind, “We 
wrestle not \against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places.” ‘“Runneth into it arid is safe.” Oh, 
the security and peace of the believer who puts his 
trust in God! And so I kept on “masticating” the 
Word and finding something new in it.at every bite. 

But that was not all. Before the day was over I 
needed all the strength I got out of it. There were 
trials that day; the enemy was on my heels, and how 
glad I was to run, and to know the place to run to 
and be safe! 

I think this is what the prophet meant when he 
said: “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
my heart.” ‘And this is why I urge every Christian 
to memorize a portion of the Word of God every day. 
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It gives his soul something to feed upon, and the more 
he feeds upon, and digests and assimilates it, the 
greater is his spiritual strength and joy and power 
and fruitfulness in the Lord. 

Let me illustrate this. The next day after my expe- 
rience with Proverbs 18:10, I was at a prayer-meet- 
ing, and being suddenly called upon to give a word 
of exhortation, I had an opportunity to pass on that 
verse to three or four hundred other people. And to 
how many more wilf they pass it on? They were 
all Bible students preparing for Christian work in 
the uttermost parts of the earth, Can you compute 
the number of souls to whom they may pass it on in 
a lifetime, and who, in turn, may pass it on and on 
and on while the age lasts? And all because of that 
one little bite of truth I got that. morning, and be- 
cause I held it long enough to chew it well! Mem- 
orize the Bible if you want to be blessed and become 
a blessing. 





- This article is reprinted. from “The Bible Success Band 
Calendar of Verses for 1930," edited by George -T. B. Davis: 
The Band was founded by Mr. Davis’ mother, and mem- 
bership consists in agreeing to commit to memory a verse 
of Scripture each day. The movement has been a bless- 
ing to thousands of Christians all over the world; and the 
Times is‘ glad of this opportunity. to present it to its 
readers.. The calendars are beautifully printed in booklet 
form, and may bé had. at's cents each, or 50 cents a dozen, 
postpaid, from The Million Testaments. Campaign, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia. 








Blind 





a ‘‘ burning and a shining light’’ to others: 


A lone pioneer, in physical darkness- himself, but 
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By Rosalind Goforth 











It is bad enough to be set upon by dogs if one has his eyesight. But what must it be to a blind» man? 
Yet that is only one thing that Blind Chang faced for the love he had for the Lord Jesus. For twelve years 
he tramped mountainous regions alone to carry the Glad. Tidings to those who had never heard.- This is the 
second part of the story of the Chinese Christian martyr. The conclusion will appear in next week's issue. 


S WE come now to what is really the most im- 
portant part of our story, the writer realizes how 
inadequate are her powers to visualize for the 

reader this man’s life as he lived it during those twelve 
years when his ministry led, for the most part, away 
from his home region. Blind Chang from the time of 
his conversion had the spirit and vision of the pioneer. 
There seemed to be that within him which kept him 
ever seeking to reach the most needy—those un- 
touched, unreached, by the Gospel. Think of this 
man: blind, for the: most part alone, with but his 
stout staff to depend on, sometimes with a child, rarely 
an adult, as guide; tramping over rough mountain 
roads, dangerous for those who could see; ever on- 
ward, ever with that impelling desire to make Christ 
known to sinners such as he had been; ever eager to 
tell the story of what the Lord had done for him; 
and this year after year in cold and heat, in a climate 
of great extremes, for twelve years! 

A few weeks ago we had the privilege of a talk 
with one who over thirty years ago had acted several 
times as Blind Chang’s guide. He was then a mere 
boy of fourteen, but well remembers what those jour- 
neys meant. He told us how the blind man often 
met: with bitter persecution and endured great hard- 
ships, especially when going to a new region. Chil- 
dren were encouraged to pelt him with clods-or bricks, 
curses: were hurled after him as the people drove him 
from their doors. Worst of all the dogs were set 
apon him. It was this last fact that sent a thrill of 
horror through us as we heard it, for we, too, had had 
some experience of the fierceness of these great, mon- 
grel, half-scarved Chinese dogs! What such attacks 
must have meant to one blind and unable to forfend 
their onslaughts who can describe? Yet none of these 
things moved him, neither counted he his life dear 
unto him, for again he would return seeking a hearing 
for his wonderful soul-saving, life-giving message, 
till public opinion turned in ‘his favor and victory came. 
Doors opened and, being blind, he was allowed to spend 
hours in the daytime teaching the women and children 
while the men were busy in the fields. When evening 
came the men gathered, in summer time under the 
trees, in winter in the homes, ‘while Blind Chang 
gave to them all he knew. He preached the Lord 
Jesus to them, for he knew nothing but Christ and 
him crucified. One missionary in speaking of Blind 
Chang’s mesage says: “The one truth Blind Chang 
emphasized was that Christ delivered sinners by his 
death on the cross, and this one fact entered the 
hearts of his hearers with such power that it became 
the spring of a truly Christian life.” 

Some of these converts were able to pray —not 
in the usual set phraseology used by many Chinese 
Christians, but in such-a manner as showed they 
had learned the secret of fellowship with God. In 
grateful return for the blind man’s teaching, women 
cooked, washed, sewed, and mended ‘or him. But, 
as we have already indicated, the time weuld come when 


the Christians felt he had given them all he knew, and 
some began: to realize they knew more and were 
better able to carry on with the work than he. Then 
it was Blind Chang would feel the old pioneer spirit 
take possession of him. On he would press to “regions 
beyond,” untouched by’the Gospel, there to go through 
the same hardships, endure the same persecutions, yes; 


and to gain thé same victories as before. And all this © 


ladly, willingly, because of his Christlike- passion 
or the souls of men. ~ ra oe ieee 

Mr. Inglis tells us that wherever Blind Chang went 
the light of the Gospel entered. That he was ever 
keen to be about his Master’s business may be seen 
from the fact that not a few of the boys who acted 
as his guides became Christians. As the lad led 
the blind man, each holding the end of a stick, the 
story of Christ’s love was told with such tenderness 
that the boy’s heart was won to yield himself to the 
Lord. The missionary who baptized several of these 
boys writes: “What delighted me was the frank and 
hearty way these boys had accepted’ the story of 
Christ’s love as told to’ them ‘by the blind man.” 

It is only possible in this brief record to give the 
story of just one place where Blind Chang carried the 
Gospel as we have described. While still working for 
the most part in his home region, he felt pressed to 
take a journey several days eastward to a glen among 
the mountains called Teshengkow (“Valley of Vic- 
tory’), wheré a kinsman lived. Here, as elsewhere, 
he preached Christ daily in the surrounding homes 
and villages. After remaining about two months he 
returned home. Soon word came, begging him to re- 
turn, as many were inquiring. Again he faced what 
now. he knew was a most difficult stony path. Again 
he gave two months to preaching and leading on the 
inquirers. He had. not gone from the little group 
of believers long when urgent messages’ were sent 
te Mukden asking for instructors. In response ‘to 
these calls Dr. Ross and Mr. Inglis started for. Tesh- 
engkow in the autumn of 189F. : 

For’ seven days they traveled part of the way 
through forests, part of the way over mountain roads. 
Through all that great region, the missionary tells us, 
“there was not one who. had heard of the Saviour.” 
But on the last day of their journey they began to 
realize “the sacred fire was alight.” Scarcely had 
they seated themselves in the inn when three men en- 
tered giving them the Christian salutation, Ping an 
(“Peace be with you”). On this first visit Dr. Ross 
baptized several converts, but as there was no leader, 
and as time passed, the work languished: 

Two years passed and again Blind Chang, hearing 
of the condition of the Chureh at Teshengkow, felt 
pressed to visit them. On his arrival he lost no time 
in visiting the Christians. Throughout the. entire 
region the blind evangelist tramped, stirring up the 
Christians, winning new converts, and putting new life 
into all. A real revival followed, and from that.time 
the work went on, once a year the missionary visiting 
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to baptize and hold Communion and the blind evan- 
gelis. returning from time to‘time to visit “his chil- 
dfern in the faith.” By 1898 ‘about. one thousand ‘con- 
verts had been received into the Church in that region: 

For some years previous to 1898: the anti-mission- 
ary antichristian attitude of the Chinese seemed to 
be decreasing until there came to be what we might 
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call. a pro-Christian wave passing over Manchuria, 

During this short period numbers entered the Chris- 

tian Church. Little did any, either missionary or 

Chinese Christian, dream this was. but as the calm 

before the storm, The year 1899 was not far advanced 

before the rumblings of the tempest could be heard. 
(To be continued) 








Seventy-Five Years a Sunday School Leader 


Edwin Wilbur Rice—pioneer Sunday: 
ee saleshouaey, writer, and editor 


By James McConaughy, Litt.D. 














HE Nestor -of American- Sunday-school leaders 

has gone-to his reward. At daybreak on Tuesday 
morning, December 3, 1929, Dr. Edwm Wilbur Rice 
died at the home in West Philadelphia in which he 
had: lived for nearly half a century. He passed his 
nifieiy-eighth birthday on the twenty-fourth of July 
last, and at that time gave to the editor of the Amer- 
ican Sunday-School Union an interview in which he 
conveyed a significant message to the country boys 
and girls of America, to whose welfare he had devoted 
his life. 

His period of service covered three-quarters of a 
century. He was born in Kingsboro, now Glovers- 
ville, New York, July 24, 1831. He began his asso- 
-ciations with the Sunday-school almost in infancy. 
The first Bible lesson books from which he was taught 
were the “Union Question Books” published by the 
American Sunday-School Union long before the pres- 
ent Uniform or Graded Lessons were dreamed of. He 
went to Union College and was graduated in 1854. 

For a year he studied law, and then took his theo- 
logical work at Union Theological Seminary, where 


he was graduated in 1857. Honorary degrees of D.D. 


and Litt.D. were bestowed upon him by his alma 
mater in his later years of honorable service. He 
spent his summers during and after his theological 
course in home missionary service. for the American 
Sunday-School Union (first in 1856) -and for the 
American Tract Society. In 1859 he first became 
an all-the-year-round missionary for the American 
Sunday-School Union, with which Society his life 
was henceforth connected through a period covering 
seventy years. First as missionary in Southern Minne- 
sota and Wisconsin, and, just -before the Civil War, 
-in Missouri; then as. superintendent of the Sunday- 
school missionary work in Wisconsin, with headquar- 
‘ters at Milwaukee, he came into direct- confact, with 
the many problems of Sunday-school. work in those 
pioneer days. 

In 1871 he. was called to Philadelphia as: Assistant 
Secretary of Missions and Assistant Editor. He held 
that double post for a few years, until in-1879 he was 
made the Society’s Editor of all publications. As such 
he served until 1915, when he became Honorary: .Edi- 
tor, holding that relationship until his death. Through- 
out that long period he not only edited the-Society’s 
publications, but was himself a prolific writer of books, 
articles, and Bible expositions helpful to Sunday-school 
workers. He had the gifts both of scholarship, which 
made his knowledge thorough and reliable, and of 
popular expression, which enabled him to put that 
knowledge into forms which people could read, un- 
derstand, and appreciate. 

To list all his publications would take a column. 
Among. the more notable of them were, first, the 
“Scholar’s Handbook on the International . Lessons,” 
which he wrote from 1873 to 1889. Then a series of 
.“Commentaries: on the Gospels and Acts,” issued first 
in the 80’s and‘ 9o0’s and later in revised and improved 
editions. He produced a “People’s Dictionary -of the 
Bible,” which was one of the notable issues of the 
American Sunday-School Union, furnishing- to Sun- 
day-school workers needed knowledge in. usable form 
at a very low price. Two other books of. his- which 
have had wide and continued sale, and are still in 
constant circulation, .were “Our Sixty-Six Sacred 
Books,” describing the books of the Bible, and “Orien- 
talisms in Bible Lands,” dealing with Bible manners 
and customs. His “Handbook of the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons,” first prepared in 
1872 and brought down to date in 1917, is the authori- 
tative publication tracing the history of those lessons. 

After retiring from his responsible editorial duties, 
he devoted himself to producing a “History of The 
American Sunday-School Movement and the American 
Sunday-School Union,” which has been accepted as 
the standard work in its field. This he followed by 
the story of his own life, entitled “After Ninety 
Years.” All through his life he was a frequent con- 
tributor to Sunday-school and religious journals, as 
well as to the periodicals of which he was himself 
editor. 

A place of honor and service that he especially 
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valued ‘was that of President of the First Day (or 
SundayefSchool) Society, the oldest Sunday-school or- 
ganization in America, founded in 1791. Elected to 
its presidency in 1893, he filled that office until his 
death. He was an honorary member of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
American Bible Society, and the Graduate Council of 
his alma mater, Union College. For many years he 
took a deep interest in Phi Beta Kappa, the honor 
society of American college students, as well as in 
a local Philadelphia society, Phi Alpha, composed of 
a select number of clergymen of different denomina- 
tions. 

The interest he took in Phi Alpha was character- 
istic of his interdenominational spirit. Ordained to 
the Congregational ministry in his youth, he remained 
all his life a Congregationalist, but, with no Congrega- 
tional church near his residence, he attached himself 
in his interests and service to Princeton Presbyterian 
Church, in West Philadelphia, where throughout sev- 
eral notable pastorates he was highly esteemed and 
honored. 

In January, 1861, he married Margaret Eliza Wil- 
liams, of Red Wing, Minn., who lived for only three 


“years thereafter, bearing him his firstborn son, Edwin 


Wilbur Rice, since well known as the President and 
now the Honorary Chairman of the Board of the 
General Electric Company, at Schenectady, N. Y. In 
1868 he married Mary Gardner, of Weyauwega, 
Wis., who was his inspiring ‘and helpful life-partner 
uniil her. death, in 1926.. Three children. were born 
in this second marriage, James G., who did not-marry, 
and has lived with his father; Martin P., like his 
oldest -brother connected with the General Electric 
Company, -where he holds an important position in 
charge of publicity and radio broadcasting ; and Alfred 
B., who, after showing great promise of literary gifts, 
died during his university career. 

Dr. Rice was a remarkable example of a man who 
never grew old in spirit. He was really a great. his- 
torian, especially of Sunday-school work in America. 
He knew how to digest and portray the past, but he 
never lived in it. His eye was always upon the future, 
his interest always in the present. Even in the years 
following his retirement from the editorship he had 
been: the far-seeing advocate of weekday religious 
education: for American boys and girls. He urged 
that the American Sunday-School Union enter upon 
such work in the rural sections of America, where it 
has ever been the pioneer agency of the churches. In 
his volume on “The .Sunday-Schook Movemeni” he 
wrote, and revised, and wrote again, to keep it abreast 
of the progress of the movement, the chapter in which 
he discussed weekday religious education.~ He watched 
its development, sensed its importance, and became the 
prophet of its future. 

Nor was. he content to influence by words only the 
causes in which-he believed. In his later years; from 
the savings of his long life, he made a most generous 
gift toward founding: a-fund — appropriately, though 
not by his desire, to be called the Rice Educational 
Fund —to promote religious education in rural Amer- 
ica through the American Sunday-School Union.’ This 
initial gift-of $40,000 the Society, following his wishes, 
seeks to make at least a million, to be used for an 
extension of this work commensurate with its need and 
opportunity. ' 

Even while confined to his house during the last 
year his mind remained perfectly clear. He wrote 
letters and gave interviews to promote the work so 
dear to his heart. His last meal with his son James 
was taken on Thanksgiving Day. That night the 
bronchial trouble with which he had to reckon during 
a large part of his life became worse, and next day 
he did not rise as had been his custom. A few days 
were spent in bed with no serious pain or great dis- 
comfort. At daybreak on Tuesday, December 3, with- 
out so much as a sigh or a good-by, his spirit passed 
to be with Him whom he had served for well nigh a 
century. 

Such a life needs no eulogy. It speaks its own mes- 
sage to all who have ears to hear. The living can 
best honor his memory by whole-hearted devotion to 
the causes to which he gave his life and the God whom 
he so faithfully served. 


PHILADELPHIA, 








Pupil Teachers 
By Hilda Richmond _ 


A large class of girls of -high school’ age each 
member takes her turn in teaching the lesson. When 
the girls were told of the ‘plan there was much nervous- 
ness and apprehension, not only on the part of the 
girls themseives, but from the officers and superin- 
tendent of the school. But the new teacher asked 
everybody to lay aside their prejudices and try the 
innovation for a short time. 

The pupil teachers have charge of the class for 
five minutes after the lesson text is read. In that 
period at first about all some could do was to ask 
with trembling voice for-the subject of the lesson and 
the Golden Text. .Others could add a few questions 
of the most general character. It was a new thing 
and looked as if it might fail, but with a little help 
from the teacher the five minute period was soon 
packed with question after question. At first the ques- 
tions were all framed so that one word would answer 
them,.to give the pupil confidence. 

Now after several years other classes — among them 
some with younger pupils —are taking up the. plan. 
Questions, brief discussion, and illustrations take every 
second of the short period. Instead of drawing back 
the girls are anxious for their turns, and make care- 
ful preparation since they have the class but once in 
fifteen to twenty-five weeks. The plan has helped the 
attendance greatly, and the youthful teachers say that 
the work in Sunday-school is helping them in their 
public school work. 


KENTON, CHIO. 








The Victorious Life 














An Anniversary Meeting at 
America’s Keswick 


E: special service held for Mrs: William Raws 
during the recent thirty-second anniversary of the 
founding of Keswick ‘Colony (at Keswick -Grove, 
N. J.) -was one of ‘the most impressive scenes ever 
witnessed by the. nearly one’ hundred people who 
crowded ‘the second floor hallway and- stairs of the 
William Raws Memorial Building. -;From -her bed, 
to which she has-been confined most of the time for 
nearly eleven. months; Mother Raws, as she is -affec- 
tionately called by all who know: her,-united with her 
many friends as best she could with»an overflowing 
heart in singing several of her favorite hymns. 

At the suggestion of: the leader nearly twenty: men, 
all of whom had found their Saviour at Keswick, 
made their way through the crowd and stood in a 
.group by the screen: outside Mrs. Raws’. open door. 
One after another, they began reverently. to tell. how 
at Keswick the: bondage of sin had been broken, how 
they had found a new life, and many. of them said 
that God had used this consecrated servant to show 
them the way to the cross. Some broke out spon- 
taneously into prayer, thanking God that it was this 
dear woman who had taught them to pray, had given 
them hope when there seemed no hope. Some. of the 
prayers were not finished and there was a noticeable 
choke in the voice of nearly every one who ‘testified, ° 


~so great was the gratitude of these redeemed ones to 


the dne who had, under God, had so much to do with 
their redemotion. Then as we were all singing to- 
gether, “Jesus paid it all,” the men filed into Mother 
Raws’ room, greeted her, and passed out through the 
doorway of the adjoining room. A heavenly radiance 
was upon her face as she responded to each greeting. 
Few of the men said anything beyond her name; they 
could not, their hearts were too deeply moved to trust 
themselves to speak, but Mother Raws understood. As 
the last of the men were leaving the bedside of their 
beloved friend, who seemed to them so weak and yet so - 
strong, we all took up the chorus: 


When we all get to Heaven, 

What a day of rejoicing that will be; 
When we all see Jesus, 

We'll sing and shout the victory. 


A call to glory for many of us would have “been 
hardly a surprise. We did not feel very far away in 
that moment.. The service was concluded. with a 
prayer of thanksgiving by J. Harvey Borton, ‘Chair- 
man ef the Council of the Victorious Life Testimony ; 
but the memory of that blessed service will, for some 
of us, never cease. 

Will you pray for Mother Raws as she is nearing 
the end of what has been a most unusual and sacrificial 
life of devotion and service to the Master? 

Will you pray also that the new building for the 
men of Keswick Colony, which will probably be 
called “The Dora Raws Memorial” will scon be com- 
pleted by the gifts of the Lord’s stewards? ;The build- 
ing is greatly needed at once. Gifts designated for 
Keswick Colony may be sent to the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114. Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY I9. JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 4 : 12-25 
Golden Text.—Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.—Matt. 4: 17 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
There’s a work for Jesus 
Ready at your hand; 
’Tis a task the Master 
Just for you has planned. 
Haste to do. His bidding, 
Yield. Him service true; 
There’s a work for Jesus 
None but you can do. 
—Elsie Duncan Yale. 


AST week we considered the Lord Jesus as he 
L stepped forth from the home of his boyhood 
d@- to take up the work for which he had come to 
earth. This week we see him beginning that work. 
And right at the commencement we find him associat- 
ing ethers with_him in the doing of it. Our present 
lesson: deals with the call of the first four of the dis- 
ciples. 

Taine that this method of the Lord Jesus is 
entirely in accord with all God’s ways of working. 
From the outset it has been his plan to call men into 
association and co-operation with himself. Adam 
was put into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it (Gen. 2:15). And it was so here. The Lord 
Jesus would not simply be preaching the Gospel and 
healing the sick; he would also be training men to 
follow in his steps and help in his work. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 4:12.—He withdrew into Galilee. Mat- 
thew does not say from whence this withdrawal took 

ce. It is at least an indication that verse 12 
‘is not to be regarded as following closely upon verse 
11. And it leaves room for all the ministry in Judza 
which is recorded in John 2 to 4. Compare also John 
4:1-3. The Lord Jesus left Judza first of all be- 
cause of comparisons the Pharisees were making be- 
tween himself and John. He would not permit it 
even. to seem that there was any kind of competition 
between them. But that withdrawal from Judza was 
further hastened by the circumstance of John’s im- 
prisonment. While John was at work in the north 
the Lord Jesus would not settle in that area. But 
as soon as John’s ministry there ceased, he was free 
to take up the work and fulfill the prophecies con- 
cerning himself which his kinsman had made. The 
place of John’s imprisonment was Macherus. This 
place now exists as an extensive collection of ruins 
on. the spur of a hil! overlooking the Dead Sea from 
the east. It was first fortified by Alexander Jannzus. 
This man was high priest ffom 104 to 78 B. C. It was 
demolished later during the civil wars, but was again 
fortified by Herod the Great who used it as one of 
his principal residences. On his death it became the 
property of. Antipas. 

Into Galilee. The journey was by way of Samaria 
(John 4:4). Galilee. This is really a Hebrew word. 
It is cognate with Gilgal and similar words. It- 
means to be round, hence a circle or circuit or dis- 
trict. There are very few references to it in the 
Old. Testament. Wherever it is mentioned it is al- 
ways as a district well known. It perhaps originally 
was confined to the twenty cities given by Solomon 
to Hiram (1 Kings 9:11). But the name spread to 
a. much larger district. Compare the spread of the 
name of Asia, which was originally confined to a 
small district near the Mzander but now embraces 
a. quarter of the globe. The Jews were in a minority 
in. Galilee. The population consisted mainly of Pheoeni- 
cians, Arabs, and Greeks. 


Verse 13.—Leaving Nazareth. No doubt because of 
the unbelief of ‘the Nazarenes and their consequent 
rejection of~ him (Luke 4:29). Capernaum. “This 
was a town on the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galflee. It. had considerable traffic across the lake. 
There was a large Gentile element in its population. 
There are many remains of once populous towns in 
this area, and the exact site of Capernaum is still 
in dispute. One place suggested as the site of Caper- 
naum is known as Tell Hum. This is especially in- 
teresting because the remains of a synagogue have 
been discovered here, and this may be the synagogue 
so often referred to in the Gospels. _What is cer- 
tain is that in leaving Nazareth and going to Caper- 
naum our Lord left a retired mountain town for a 
busy and populous neighborhood, the manufacturing 
district of Palestine. Andrew and Peter, James and 
John, and probably Matthew lived here. And the 
Lord Jesus made it his own headquarters. From this 
time on it was called his own city (9:1). Josephus 
says that the town received its name from a fountain. 
The Hebrew name of the town means “town of com- 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 9: 2-7. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Cheoses Some Helpers. 

Lesson Material: Matthew 4: 12-25. 

Memory. Verse ; Teach rote do thy will.—Psa. 143-: 10. 

ior Topic: Jesus i istry. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the Internationat 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson -Milps is: 
VS. 17-25 
17 From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say, 

Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is: at hand. 

18 And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brethren, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting’ a net into the sea; for they were fishers. 
19 And he saith unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men. 2 And they straightway left 
the nets, and followed him. 21 And going en from thence 
he saw other two, brethren, ! James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their mets; and he called them. 22-And 
they straightway left the boat and their father, and fol- 
lowed him. ¥ 

23 And * Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the * gospel of the king- 
dom, and healing all manner of disease and all manner 
of sickness among the people. 24 And the repert of him 
went forth into all Syria: and they brought unto him all 
that were sick, holden with divers diseases and torments, 


'¢ possessed with demons, and epileptic, and palsied; and 


he healed them. 25 And there followed him great multi- 
tudes from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and 
Judea and from beyond the. Jordan. . 


20Or, Jacob. *Some ancient authorfties read; he. 
3Qr, good tidings, and.so elsewhere. *Or, demoniacs. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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fort.” The physical waters of comfort.that led to 
the building of Capernaum became a fit symbol of 
the spiritual waters of comfort that now began to 
flow from it (cf:.John 7: 38). 

Zebulun. This was the sixth son of Leah (Gen. 
30:20). For the nomadic arrangements of the tribe 
see Numbers 2:7, 8. For: the borders in Palestine 
see Joshua 19: 10-16. 

Naphtdli was the second son of Bilhah (Gen. 30: 
8). For the position of the tribe on the desert march 
see Numbers 2:29. The district allotted to Naphtali 
in Canaan included some of the finest land in the 
country. For its boundaries see Joshua 19: 32. 

Verse 15.—Galilee of the Gentiles. This is probably 
Galilee near to Tyre and Sidon. 


Verse 16.—The people that sat in darkness. The 
primary historical reference in Isaiah 9:2 is to the 
successful Assyrian invasions, first under Pul and aft- 
erward under Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings 15:19, 29). 
But these invasions themselves were the result of the 
people’s departure from God 





Fishers of Men 
By Amos R: Wells 


Gear and Andrew and James and John, four 

stout fishermen kept right on. Once for them- 
selves with a zealous will, now for the Lord they 
were fishers still. Once for the fish in Gennesaret, 
and now for souls they cast the.net. For the Master 
takes_us just.as we.are,skiliful and busy and secular, 
and uses our skill and our strength and our art in 
the work that is dear to his own great heart. -They 
were brave, those. four, a living to make on that 
fiercely stormy and treacherous lake, and brave were 
they as they sought to win lost souls from the 
terrible tempests of sin. They were patient men: 

. on a barren tide over and over and over they tried, 
fishing all night—it was often so—and in the morn- 
ing with nothing to show. Just as persevering 
were they as they cast their nets in the Gospel way: 
Simon and Andrew and James and John, though 
their fish eluded them, kept right on. Praise to 
the pluck of the sturdy four! Praise to the many 
and many more, storm-bedraggled and worn and 
weak, who still their brothers faithfully seek! For- 
ward still on the stormy sea as once on the waves 
of Galilee, on in the quest all-glorious, for the Son 
of God is fishing with us! 











Sat. The Hebrew is “walked.” See Isaiah 9:2. 
The verb in sat in. the region and shadow of death 
represents a Hebrew word: of similar meaning. The 
latter Hebrew word implies a more hapless condition 
than the former. The people bégan by walking in dark- 
ness. Then they settled down to sit in it: -So com- 
pare the progression implied from “darkness” to 
“shadow of death.” And, on the other hand, the 
progression from great light to the light springing up. 

Verse 17.—From. that time. The Gospel of Mat- 
thew is divided into sections by this phrase. Thus 
I: 1 to 4: 16, preliminary; 4: 17 to 16: 20, public proc- 
lamation; 16:2r to end, private preparation of the 
disciples for the Passion and. subsequent’ triumph. 
These two verses, 4:17 and 16:21, ‘thus form the 
dividing lines in the narrative. 

Verse 18—He saw... Simon. This was Simon’s 
second critical interview with the Lord Jesus. For 
the first see John 1:42, and for the third see’ Luke 
5: 4-10. Andrew had been a disciple-of John the 
Baptist (John 1:40). Casting a net.. The net men- 
tioned. here must have been a different kind from 
that mentioned in Luke 5. That was a trawl net, 
this was. a light casting net. . 

The fisheries on the Sea of Galilee were once highly 
productive. But they have never been worked by 
the Arabs. The chief product of these fisheries was 
a little fish rather like a sardine. These were es- 
teemed great. delicacies, and were pickled and exported 
in large quantities to places as far off as Rome. The 


Sea of Galilee is about thirteen miles long by six: 


broad. It is Sone the Jordan from‘ north to 
south. Its surface is fio less than seven hur 
feet below the level of the ocean. 

Fishers. The Greek word, exactly corresponds to 
our English word “salts.” It is used by. Homer. as 
meaning sea folk of all kinds, whatever their occupa- 
tion. To live the life of a sailor was a proverbial 
expression for a life of hardship. - Zebedee seems to 
have been a man of some substance. He had his own 
boat and his own hired men (Mark 1:20). But in 
general we may see that no fitter training than that 
of a fisherman could be imagined for the perils and 
privations of the apostles’ lives. : 


Verse 19.—Fishers of men. Compare Jeremiah 16: 
16. For a further dévelopment of this condensed 
parable compare- Matthew 13: 47. 


Verse 23.—Teaching in their synagogues. The 
synagogue in Jewish towns was as familiar an object 
as the church in our English and American towns 
today. Divine service was held on the Sabbath, 
also on the second and fifth day of each week. The 
service consisted of readings from the Law and the 
Prophets, and in prayers offered up by the minister. 
The people responded “Amen.” ° 

The synagogues were also used as courts. of law 
where sentence was not merely given but often exe- 
cuted. They were also used.as public schools and as 
theological colleges. , 

The affairs of each synagogue were administered 
by ten men. Of these, three were the rulers. They 
acted as judges ang admitted proselytes. A fourth 
was the angel of the church or bishop of the con- 
gregation. He superintended the public worship 
Three others were deacons or almoners. An eighth 
acted as interpreter. It was his business to translate 
either reading or preaching from the Hebrew. into the 
vernacular. The ninth was the master of the divinity 
school, and the tenth was his interpreter. 

Disease and . . . sickness. The first term prebably 
refers to acute, and the second to chronic, disease 
The second implies general prostration of the bodily 
powers. 


Verse 24.—Into all Syria. The fame of the Loré 
Jesus passed to the north and east rather than to the 
south. Galilee was connected with Damascus rather 
than Jerusalem, both by trade and affinity. Holden 


‘The word refers especially to the pressure and con- 


straint of disease and pain. Torments. Any disease 
that racks and agonizes the body like the torture that 
many a poor Galilean had experienced in courts of 
law. Demons. For modern examples of demon pos- 
session, read “Pastor Hsi,” published by the Chins 
Inland Mission. Epileptic. The Greek word is ex 
actly our- English word “lunatic,” those affected by 
the moon. There is a certain periodicity in. some 
forms of madness which is thought to be. connected 
with the changes of the moon. The occurrence of 
this word is made here because it shows that the 
Gospels distinguish ,demon possession from lunacy. 
Verse 25.—Decapolis. A group of ten cities. * Dit 
ferent authors give different names as included in’ the 
group. But at any rate the district lay to the eas 
and south of the Sea of Galilee. From beyond the 
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Lesson for January 19 


~ Yfigudis, “Bis “was the~-country -east of the Jordan 
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_ most. frequently takes place, at any .rate among those .. 
of our. scholars -who. have-been brought.up in Chris- .. 


“ye 


me” (Matt. 11:28); “Come ye after me” (as here). . 


et" 


between the rivers Jabbok and “Arnon: “From ~the 
Greek ition for “beyond” this district came to 
be called. Petite. Here our Lord spent some of the 
last months of his life on earth (John 10: 40). 


A Lesson. Qutline 
1. To Christ for salvation 
z. With Christ for satisfaction 
3. From Christ for service 


Golden Topics 


1. The call of Peter—Peter may be regarded as a 
pattern of a gradual. conversion. And as stich he must 
always be ef great interest to us Sunday-school 
teachers, since that is the form in which conversion 


tian homes: It is-exceedingly instructive to trace the 
steps by which he was led up to that final and com- 
plete surrender narrated’ in Luke 5. 


2. Repentance—This was one of our Saviour’s. key 
words. The Greek word signifies change of mind, — 
not merely a change of thought, but a change of the 
thing you think with. It means that the sinner comes* 
to take sides with God against his sin and against 
himself. The sinner so comes to see with God as 
that he abhors himself (Job 42:6). He so delights 
in God’s justice and God’s law that he gladly em- 
braces even the punishment that is the meet result 
of his sin. This is an attitude which it is plainly im- 
possible for such a one to adopt. Repentance is thus 
an absolute requirement on God’s part while it is an 
utter impossibility for man. So we read that the Lord 

esus is exalted to give repentance (Acts 5: 31). 

hat the sinner cannot do, Christ can enable him for. 
And when the sinner reaches this point, he discovers 
to his amazement that God, instead of meeting him 
with the punishment hé deserves and which he would 
now willingly accept, meets him with a declaration 
of mercy and that all the punishment has already been 


Jendured by the Lord Jesus Christ. 


3. The two calls of Christ to men—“Come unto 


4. Preparation for life work—The early training 
of the four men mentioned here will afford interest- 
ing study from this point of view. We may draw. 
the general lesson for our young folks and for our- 
selves that God plans and overrules the lives of: his 
servants. However hard our lot may be, we may be- 
lieve that he-has some wise and loving purpose in per- 
mitting it, and that its usefulness and importance 
will be discovered later on. Compare Psalm 105: 1% 
The Practical Aim , 


To lead the pupils to see that work for Christ and 
with Christ is the highest and biggest thing they can 
do. 


Final Word 


But Thou hast taught us that Thou art 
/ Still present in the crowded street, 

In every lonely guffering heart 
That there we meet. 


O God, our Master, help us then 
To bless the weary and the sad; 
And, comforting the hearts of men, : 


To make Thee glad. —Annie Matheson. 
Tunsripce WELLS, Exc. 


v 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written Y several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answefs as given in the following issue? 


HAT section of Scripture belongs, chronologically, 
between verses 11 and 12 in the fourth chapter of 
Matthew ? 


2. What do we find in John’s record concerning the 


_ former contact Christ had had with these four fishermen, 


called to follow him in this passage of Matthew? 


3. What then is the full meaning of this call to “follow 
him” whom they were already following, in another sense 
of that word? 


4. Why “Galilee of the Gentiles” in Matthew 4:15? 


5. To what land may Galilee of Christ’s day be likened 
today ? 


6. Whose opening message does that of Christ. re- 
semble? 


7. Point out some differences between the two preachers 
(personal). 


8: What phases of ministry did Christ add to preaching, 


‘ $0 prominent in the work of John? 


-.g: In what respects did the call to Peter and Andrew 
resemble that to James and John? 


_10. What is the significance of the fact that the chal- 


4, Jenge of Christ to the fishermen was in the language of 


3 gr 3 
ogf 


gh their nets? 


ing Christ? 
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11, How much human preparation is necessary before 


entering -the service of Christ? 


“2. What very significant :verb did Christ use in his 


promise that these fishermen would become - fishers of : 


men? 
13. What is the salient feature of the disciples follow- 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding: 
week are given-on one of the later pages. of this issue. 


we 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Marertaus: A-fishing- rod, with line and” bait 
and hook. 











HIS morning I am going to have the nicest time 
fishing. I have decided that I might just as well 
fish here on the platform as anywhere. Of course 
we will imagine this. is not Sunday, for I wouldn't 
go fishing on the Lord’s Day. Now, you see, I have 
a good rod, and a godd line, and a leader and a fly, 
and—can you see anything wrong with that’ eutfit? 
No,: it’s all right.- Then if I throw it right here in 
front of the platform, I ought to get a mess of fish. 
Oh, you say I must throw it in. the water.. That’s 
easy. When I get home, I can fish in the bath tub. 
No? Oh, I must fish where there are fish. That is 
sensible, isn’t it? Of course. 


In our lesson today, the Lord Jesus called two men: 


and he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Where did he take them? Where 
the people were? Yes. If you are going ta be a 
fisher of men, you must go where men are. .I wonder 
if our. churches. have not made a mistake when.they 


-settle ‘down in a comfortable church and put a sign. 


outside, “Welcome.” Suppose I went down to the 
stream and ‘stood on the bank with my rod, line, and 
bait ‘in my hand, and said, “Come on, little fish, I 
have a lovely line and the nicest worm on my hook; 
come right out of the water and help yourself.” How 
many fish would I get? 

.. ;Christ: said to his disciples, “Go!” 


The command 
to his servants is still “Go!” 


Try it this week. After 


you-have: caught one man for the Lord, you will agree’ 


with me that there is no sport so fascinating. Fish! 
Mount Hermon, CAL. 
3 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Good Picker.—They straightway left the boat: 


and their father, and followed him (v. 22). You 
“horny handed sons of toil,” as you farmers sometimes 
call yourselves, can know exactly how the father of 
Zebedee’s children felt when the lads quit all of a 
sudden, — “straightway,” the record says. You have 
seen your own boys climb off the tractor, hang up 
the milking stool, shake the hay seed out of their 
hair, and say, “Good-by, Dad, old top, me for a bet- 
ter job.” And these boys from the farm come to 
Coatesville or some other place, hang up in the “Liver 
House,” “Iron Spoon,” “Bucket o’ Blood,” or some 
such cheap boarding house. From a superficial ex- 
amination it did not look as though the Lord was 
a good picker when he came to gather his helpers. 
Judas, for example, Peter of the strong -language. 
Bloodthirsty James and John. None of them seemed 
to have what you fellows call “sand.” They ran for 
cover at the first shot. Peter had a little of his pul- 
verized name and came trailing along “afar off.” 
Maybe I had better give you the references to look 
up. Mark 14:71; Luke 9:54; Matthew 26:58. The 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had trom The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
* ‘a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. January s5.—Childhood of Jesus ..... Matt. 1:1.to 2:23 
2. January 12:—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 

. Matt. 3:1 tog: 
3. January 19.—Jesus Begins His Ministry ..Matt. 4: 12-25 
4. January 26—Standards of the Kingdom-..Matt. 5 : 1-48 
5. February 2:—Putting God’s Kingdom First. Matt. 6 : 1-34 
6. February 9.—Warnings and Promises (Temperance 


URE ws cs uketiseciaiccntanciyssectdaech edie «-Matt. 7 : 1-29 
7. February 16—Jesus Healing and Helping 
Matt. 8;1 to 9:34 
8. February 23.—The Twelve Sent Forth. Matt. 9 : 35 to 11:1 
9. March 2.—Jesus Teaching ‘About Himself 
: Matt. 11 : 2 to 12: 50 
10. March 9.—The Parable of the Sower ....Matt. 13 : 1-23 
11. March 16.—Parables of the Kingdom ..Matt. 13 : 24-52 
12, March 23.—Jesus Teaching and. Healing: 


Matt. 13: §3 to 16:14 
13. March 30.—Review. 


f. 


choosing .of. men. is—I was going -to’ say, a great 
gamble, but I do- not like the word. Let us call it 


‘a great Surprise party. , Samuel and Saul, for ex- 


ample. That fellow who came to you. with the prestige 
of family and many recommendations and the sheep 
skin of a great college turns out to be what you 
called. him “Nothing but a stuffed shirt.” That boy 
from. Sandy Hill, who was so busy washing dishes, 
waiting on the table, taking care of heaters, and 
otherwise working his way through college that he 
could not try.for the team — oh, well, I just met him 
on. Broad Street this very day. He is head of the 
country’s biggest utility, called to this job from one 
that paid him one hundred thousand dollars’a year. 
Great church man, too. Worked his way through Old 
Siwash to: be, one of the country’s greatest. engineers 
— but what were we talking about? Oh, yes, picking 
men. That Christ was indeed a good picker the 
event proved. The rockiest proved one of the very 
best. Here is the point: the Lord Jesus is still a 
good picker of the human. stuff. I told a girl that 
this very day when we were discussing matrimony. 


Let Him pick your job, your career, your sweetheart, 
and all. else. 


The Best Career.—Jesus went about .. : teaching 
--. and preaching the gospel (v. 23). HE you should 
think it worth while to ask me what I consider the 
best endeavor’ in al} the worki, the best business, the 
best career, I. would unhesitatingly say with emphasis 
teaching and preaching. Why? Because you. build 
character, the noblest thing on earth to build. Its 
pinnacle, unlike a metropolitan skyscraper;. does not 
stop at the city sky line where thé storm clouds come, 


‘but reaches: right up into the unfathomed blue of 


heaven itself. Not only this, but what you do in 
“teaching and preaching” goes bouncing down the 
future. I use the word “bouncing” advisedly, be- 
cause when the twin brothers, Teach and Preach, do 
not hit one place they do another, and they go right 
on from generation to generation (Isa. 32: 20; Eccles. 
11:1). One of the greatest and richest- and most 
influential Jews in New York wrote me as follows: 
“Mr. Ridgway, I believe in the value of religion as 
you do, and I have found as you have found that the 
only folks you can really depend upon are those who 
have religion.” He says he owes everything in his 
character to a devoted school teacher in Chicago, who 
gave her spare’ time in the evening fo himself and six 
other emigrant boys who worked in a fur factory. 
The head man in this Jew’s business is a Presbyterian 
elder. This Jew believes in his own religion and lives 
it, and is the product of this unknown Christian teacher 
who gave herself to the poor emigrant boys. Miss 
Mabel Walker Willebrandt, the former Assistant At- 
terney General of these United States, who has done 
such wonderful work. for prohibition, told me she 
was a school teacher in California and a graduate of 
Park College. “Mr. Ridgway, that’s how I know 
you!” she laughed. She had been reading this Cor- 
ner. And, bless your heart, isn’t the very reason I am 
in this Corner all these twenty-three years just be- 
cause Dr. James Roberts got me by this very “teach- 
ing and preaching” some umpty-steen years ago. You 
now see why I say, following the Lord’s example in 
teaching and preaching is the best job on earth! 


Our Doctors.—They brought unto him all that 
were sick, holden with divers diseases and torments, 
possessed with demons, and epileptic, and palsied; and 
he healed. them (v. 24). To be a healer, te be a life 
saver, to be a pain killer, is also a noble career. Yes, 
indeed, we take off our hat to the doctor. To Dr. 
Edward Jenner who killed the: Black Death. To Dr. 
William Morton who puts us to sleep with his ether 
so we feel no pain. To the great army- of noble 
doctors who have conquered the microscopic and 
winged enemies of human life. Dr. Walter Reed, 
for example, who conquered. yellow fever, the dread 
killer of the tropics and our South. Dr. Alexis Car- 
rel, whose discoveries in medical science have saved 
millions and have kept some of us “youngsters” when 
we would have been “old folks”! Get “Our Times,” 
by Mark Sullivan, from the library and read Chap- 
ter 17, “A Modern Hero,” and be thrilled. Yes, we 
take off our hat to the doctor, especially to the. Wil- 
liam. McClure: type,-the country, doctor, “Fhe ‘Doctor 
of the Old School.” You'll find him in “Beside the 
Bonnie Briar Bush,’ and we have. him by the thou- 
sands right here in America.. When you. hear. some 
one “stamming” foreign missions, just ask him if he 
ever knew of a hospital where blind eyes were opened, 
suffering abated, diseases cured, misery alleviated any- 
where in heathendom, except where the foreign mis- 
sionary has gone. A man may not. be willing to 
acknowledge Christ as Saviour and Lord,. but if he 
has any intelligence he must acknowledge the blessed 
ministry that has come in such abundant measure with 
Christ’s Gospel. When we have our “drives” here in 
Coatesville for our local hospital, we notice that the 
irreligious ones give us very little or nothing. It is 
the “church people,” Protestant, Catholic, and Jew, 
who answer to the appeal. These others have only “a 
few kind words,” or “beautiful excuses” for the can- 
vassers, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON. 
—Train the pupils to make compari- 
sons and thus detect significant like- 
nesses and differences. 











T IS readily noted that the opening 

message of the Lord Jesus reiterates 
the call of John the Baptist: ‘Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” The Lord himself pointed out 
that he and John had come with different 
manners of life, and there are other note- 
worthy differences, such as John’s bap- 
tizing his followers himself, and his own 
recognition of the fact that he was but 
the forerunner, while Christ: was the 
King. himself. But they were alike in 
that both made disciples, and notably in 
this urgerit call to repentance. Another 
difference manifest in the lesson is the 
exercise of healing by Christ and the 
fame that resulted from that, drawing 
crowds to Christ for this reason, as they 
had been drawn to John because of his 
fiery preaching. John’s ministry indeed 
seemed to be compassed by his preach- 
ing and accompanying baptism, while the 
Lord’s took on a threefold character as 
indicated in verse twenty-three. 

There is much similarity in the calls to 
discipleship that are set forth in the les- 
son. In each instance Christ called two 
brothers, all were engaged in the same 
occupation of fishing, and in both im- 
stances they left immediately the occupa- 
tion in which they were engaged and 
followed after him who called them from 
the fishing boats to become fishers of 
men, .or better, to “take men alive.” The 
one difference that stands out is that ih 
the case of James and John they left not 
only their nets, but their father as well. 
We can but speculate on what this prob- 
ably meant of economic and domestic 
sacrifice, not only on the part of those 
= om but on the part of those left 

ind, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions. for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for’ the best one each’ week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefull 
a leaflet. explaining the conditions of this 
department.” The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means ‘that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
‘Illustrations must reach The Sunday ~School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the Tine text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Iustrations on other verses than the 
Golden . Text are. specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 
~. “Put Out the Dark.”—The people that 
sat in darkness saw a great light (v. 16). 
A bright little chap of three years took 
me up to his nursery just as the day was 
darkening. The room was too dim for 
a full enjoyment of his “puffy trains” 
and other toys, and so, looking at his 
nurse, he gave the short command, “Nana, 
put out the dark!” Put out the dark! 
For my little friend it was easily accom- 
plished, when his nurse touched the elec- 
tric switch, which was just out of his 
reach, to which he could only point. But 
how many people there are who are try- 
ing in their own way to “put out the dark” 
in heart and life! It is Christ only who 
can answer to the needs of the human 
heart. It is only “the Light of ‘the 
World” who can “put out the dark.”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A, Gtark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prise 


illustration. 


Mullets.—For they were fishers... . 
I will make you fishers of men (vs. 18, 
19). I once knew a man, an earnest 
worker for souls. He was off for a va- 
cation one summer, and made the ac- 
quaintance of some fishermen... One. of 
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these was not a Christian, and my friend 
took occasion to cultivate his acquaintance 
and to press upon him the claims of 
Christ. One day he came across his fish- 
erman friend busy with his nets. “John,” 
said he, “what fish are hardest to catch?” 
“Mullets,” promptly replied the fisherman, 
“Why?” asked our friend. “Because they 
back out of the net.” ‘Well, John, don’t 
be a mullet,” was the quick thrust from 
the lips of this keen observer of men. 
And the thrust went home to its mark, 
for he had for a long time been halting. 
The mullet illustration drawn right from 
his ‘own fisherman life did its work— 
From Christ Life. Sent by M. Taylor, 
Winnipeg, Can. 


If We Would Be Invisible.—Come ye 
after me (v. 19). Father Taylor, the 
sailor preacher of Boston, was ‘once talk- 
ing to Dr. Charles Lowell about a famous 
preacher who added: “I should like to 
come to see him, and hear him preach.” 
Taylor instantly broke out with, “You 
cannot see him, sir, he’s always béhind 
the Master.” That is the sort of preach- 
ing that catches men. Let the Master 
be seen first—From the Sunday Circle. 
ne by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 

ng. 


One Thing Needed.—Come ye after 
me, and I will make you fishers of men 


.(v. 19). A sailor had just returned from 


a whaling voyage, and he was taken by 
a friend to hear an eloquent preacher. 
After the sermon the friend said, “Jack, 
wasn’t that a fine sermon?” “Yes, it was 
shipshape,” said Jack, “the masts just 
high enough, the sails and the rigging 
all right, but I did not see any harpoons. 
When a vessel goes on a whaling voy- 
age, the great thing is tc get whales, but 
they do not come because you have a fine 
ship; you must.go after them, and har- 
poon them. The preacher must be the 
whaler.”—From W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
7 by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
ng. 


A Reminder.—And they straightway 
left the nets,-and followed him (v. 20). 
A youth who because of faithful work in 
a small country store had secured a larger 
place in a city reached a hotel at night on 
his way and asked the clerk to call him 
at six o'clock in the morning. An over- 
whelming sense of timidity and unfitness 
kept him at the point of deciding to give 
up his new. position. In the morning the 
clerk called him and he answered. On 
dressing he discovered a card under the 
door on which was written: “Mr. Mal- 
lory, you were called at six o’clock and 
you answered.” Ina moment he saw the 
whole situation in regard to his work. 
He had been called and he had answered. 
How many times we forget we have been 
called and that we answered.—From the 


Young People’s Weekly. Sent by Emma] 


C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


His Life-Long Sacrifice.—Preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom (v. 23). 

He who is the Bread of Life began 
his ministry hungering. 

He who is the Water of Life- ended 
his ministry thirsting. 

Christ hungered as man, and fed the 
hungry as God. 

Heé was weary, and yet he is our rest. 

He paid tribute, and yet he is the King. 

He was called a devil, and cast out 
devils. 

He prayed, and yet he hears prayers. 

He wept, and he dries our tears. 

He is sold for thirty pieces of silver, 
and redeems the world. 

He is led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and is the Good Shepherd. 

He dies, and gives his life, and by dy- 
ing destroys death—From The Christian, 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 

Conviction and Repentace.—Repent 
ye (Golden Text). - Conviction is not re- 
pentance. It is one thing to be awakened 
at five o’clock in the morning and it is 
another thing to get up—From Louis- 
ville Times. Sent by Wiliam S. Bow- 
den, New Albany, Ind. 


It is a serious thing to pray! We may 
be taken at our word.—D. L. Moody. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our. Father, 
we do thank thee that there is a work to 
be done in ——— others to thee. We 
thank thee that in following the Lord Jesus 
there is no such thing as unimportant work, 


but that all work done in his name_ is 
rich in results through time and eternity. 
We long to be chosen for such service as 
thou mayest select for us. May we not be 
limited by notions of our inability,“ but en- 
larged and strengthened by the assurance 
of the ability that thow dost give for every 
task to which thou dost call. May we 
pray with the Psalmist, “Teach me to do 
thy will.” We ask this in the name of our 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever notice 
the kind of folks that the Lord Jesus 
especially ealled to be his helpers, and 
to be trained by him? Nearly all were 
very plain persons of no prominence, their 
names probably not known beyond the 
neighborhood in which they lived. But 
what giants of spiritual power they be- 
came! When Christ calls anyone to be 
his helper, that one may just as _ well 
make up his mind at once that He is 
going to give him the ability to do what- 
ever He asks him to do. He may not 
have the ability at all at first, but it will 
be there when needed. The Lord Jesus 
knows us through and through. When 
he calls, we had better answer without 
a minute’s delay in wondering whether 
we can do what he wants, or whether 
it will be too hard, or too easy, or too 
anything else! It is enough for us to 
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know that he has given us the task. 
And isn’t it great to know that we 
don’t. have to be wealthy, or. widely 
known, in -order to. do great serv- 
ice for him?. Said one very widely 
known Christian worker, “Thank God if 
you do-not have to be prominent!’’. Yes, 
and let us thank God that obedience, and 
not. prominence, is .the test. How good 
it is to know what.God wants us to do, 
and then to do it. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Dear Lord and Father.” 
“Follow, Follow Me.” 
“The Sweet Story of Old.” 
“Teach Me to Pray.”. — 
“Jesus, Our Master.” 
“Trust and Obey.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 4:12-25. Let the 

children talk with you a little while 
about what they learned from last week’s 
lesson about the world’s Saviour getting 
ready for his work. See that they recall 
his childhood and youth at Nazareth, 
when he was obedient to his parents, do- 
ing plain, homely work. No doubt they 
will remember that at his baptism his 
Father opened the doors of Heaven to 
send the Holy Spirit upon him and to 
say, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” 

After this the Lord Jesus met Satan, 
and resisted three powerful temptations, 
and then he was ready to go about his 
“Father’s business,” which he had come 
into the world to do. Let the children 
tell what they think his Father’s busi- 
ness was. 

One time he said that he had come “to 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 
The world was full of lost people, that 
is, people who were sinning against God. 
He wanted these lost, sinning people to 
see in him what God is like, and to know 
of God’s love. But.as no one can enter 
God’s kingdom without repenting, Christ’s 
first message was, “Repent: for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” The Lord 
Jesus looked at the sinning, suffering 
crowds: of people, and knew that they did 
not: know- that God - loved -them © and 
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wanted to forgive them if-they would 
only repent and come to him. He needed 
men to help him tell of God’s love, so 
he gathered twelve men and taught them 
about the Father’s kingdom. .He did not 
go to idle people, who were loafing about 
the streets. ° He went-down to the Sea 
of Galilee and saw some busy fishermen, 
Simon and Andrew in one boat and 
John and James in another. They were 
two pairs of brothers, and were strong, 
brave men. ‘He, said to them,. “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Explain to the class that ‘by following 
Christ, these men would learn to love 
him and believe on him, and the Holy 


‘Spirit would come into their hearts and 


make them like him. Then they would 
tell others about him, and in this -way 
many would believe on him, and this is 
how they would catch men. 

These men made a living for them- 
selves and their families by fishing. But 
there was something so winsome in the 
Saviour’s manner that they trusted hith 
fully, and left their nets and their fish 
boat and went after the Lord Jesus té 
help him tell the world of the Fathér’s 
love. They believed, too, that when they 
were giving their services to the kingdém, 
the King would care for their neéds, and 
he did. 

After this the Lord called others, and 
they all followed him and called him 
“Master.” > 

The Lord Jesus and his helpers went 
all about Galilee. He taught people in 
the synagogues every Sabbath Day, and 
healed all kinds of sickness, and delivered 
people who were tormented by Satan. He 
showed God’s love and power in so many 
ways that great crowds of people were 
drawn to him, and many believed on him 
and entered the Father’s kingdom, 

Repeat the memory verse: “Teach me 
to do thy will” (Psa. 143: 10). 

. Sing “More about Jesus.” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
1. Christ in service. 
2. Calling others into his service. 
3. The blessings of his service. 











«— SERVE.” These two words are the 

motto of the great international Red 
Cross, which makes perhaps the widest 
appeal, the world over, of any of the 
humanitarian movements of our “Chris- 
tian” era. Doubtless many of your girls 
have worn the little red-and-white’ button 
with these words above its red cross. 
Have one with you to show as you in- 
troduce your lesson with this question: 
“What do these two words really mean 
to you?” And after you have gotten 
their ideas on what “service” means, then 
this question: “Where did the present- 
day world get its idea of service?” The 
answers to those two questions will lead 
you straight back to Jesus Christ, the 
beginnings of whose ministry (service) 
we are to study today. 

1. Before the Lord Jesus came and 
taught and lived, men had little or no 
such ideal of service; and today, little 
as many realize it, all such ideals are 
rooted in him as- the ideal “Servant of 
all.”. (You will find that most of your 
girls think that Christ’s “ministry” meant 
simply his preaching and teaching; they 
seldom think of the whole meaning of 
this glorious word he loved to use about 
himself; they seldom think of their own 
church-minister as the church-servant. Is 
this because the minister himself has lost 
this great-vision of his service?) 

This lesson will reveal how far from 
the Lord Jesus’ ideal of service the pres- 
ent-day world has departed. How much 
of our so-called service is for some ulti- 
mate gain for ourselves, even though in 
the process others may receive benefits ? 
Can you find one trace of such 4 motive 
in anything that Christ ever said or did? 
Examine just the little portion of Scrip- 
ture given for this week’s study —Iis 
there any thought of himself in anything 
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Lesson for January 19 


here told? Did he get anything for him- 
self out of all he did in these early 
months of his pu lic ministry? At first 
thought some girl may answer, “Yes, he 
got great fame and popularity.” °But 
you have only to reply, “For a little 
while; for which the final. price was his 
very life; and he k this from the 
beginning. Had he thought of himself 
at all he would have steered clear.of such 
fame.” To seek and to serve, as well as 
to save the lost, he went about doing 
good — busy, ever busy for others, never 
pleasing himself : this was the Lord — 
in service. 


2. But our Séxtour did somthing Nei 
for which we ought to thank him ‘every 
day — he -called others into his service, 
letting them share in the work and find 
in him their all-satisfying Companion in 
that service. His calling of Peter and 
Andrew and James and John is being re- 
peated every day —and your Frances and 
Ruth and Katherine and Julia will find 
him just as wonderful a Friend in service 
as those first four found him; if they, 
too, will leave their own little self- 
chosen plans and follow him. He will 
make good his promise that they shall 
be successful in their service to others 
(“fishers of men’), but he will go far 
beyond that, as he always does. Could 
we ask Peter or Andrew or John, 
“What was your greatest reward when 
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you gave up your own business for 
Christ’s?” do you not believe the an- 
swer would be, “Jesus Christ himself 
as my Saviour and daily Companion”? 

3. But you must save a moment of class 
time to think of that marvelous list of 
the direct blessings that immediately fol- 
lowed Christ’s first ministry (Matt. 4: 
23-25). Every kind of disease cured, 
all the sick brought to him in that whole 
“Galilee of the nations’! “America of 
the nations” — how we need the blessings 
of the .blessed ministry. of Jesus of Naza- 
reth! Can your girls help bring the sin- 
sick to him for his blessing? 


Home Study 


Add these three points to your “Life 
of the King,” under the heading, “The 
King Introduces His Reign by Serving.” 
Can you not record in this little notebook 
some service you will render your King, 
this week? 


Rasun Gap, Ga, 
wm. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Nets. 

Discussion: What are the opportuni- 
ties and means a fellow has to win other 
fellows to Christ? 

Objective: Yielded for service to the 
Lord Jesus. . 


AY, fellows, consider the matter of 

nets. Fishing nets. This very com- 
monplace article figures prominently in 
the record of the beginning of the great- 
est enterprise of history. The Lord Jesus, 
in selecting the>men who: were to be his 
intimate associates in the organization 
of ‘his kingdom upon. earth, first chose 
four men who had to work daily with 
mets. His challenge to ‘these men was 
atong the line of the very nets they held 
in their hands. He presented himself- and 
his call to them where. they were at their 
work —two casting their nets and two 
mending their nets. He said, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
It was as though he said, “Just as you 
catch fish with those nets, fellows, I will 
show you how to ensnare men with the 
love of God; just as you mend those nets 
for continued and more effective use in 
securing of fish, so will I daily nourish 


you and strengthen you and train you 


for the highest service any man. can do 
—the winning of immortal souls to God.” 
It was a tremendous moment in the lives 
of those net men, and the glorious fact 
of the record is that they were able to 
see that Christ was offering them a net- 
ting business that would bring them a 
far greater satisfaction than all the fish 
in the Sea of Galilee. In that’moment, 
the vision they got enabled them to re- 
lease from their fingers the nets they held 
—to relinquish nets, boats, oars, fish, 
and all, so that they might take a full- 


| band hold of the thing the Lord Jesus 


offered. They were like the man who 
discovered the pearl of. great price, and 
went and sold everything he had, in order 
to buy that pearl. Because of their 
whole-hearted response in that moment to 
the call of the Lord, making possible 
what followed, they became the intimate 
friends of the. Son of. God and their 
names are now enrolled with the first- 
rank immortals. Would it not have been 
a tragedy that day by the seashore if, 
turning. to take another-look at their nets 
and boats, they had: lost the vision! 

.-Fellows, you-and I at. our best are nets, 
in a very real sense. Nets for God’s use. 
A net opens to receive, then closes to 
hold, then opens again to deliver its 
prize. A net is so constructed as to hold 
that which is worth while, but it allows 
to pass through its meshes the small and 
trifling things not worth keeping. Let’s 
open first to receive’ God’s Spirit. That 
is .surrender— surrendering to him— 
yielding our will to his will. He wants 
to come dn. Read Revelation 3:20. Then 
let. the great Master Fisherman, Jesus 
Christ, use us. 
men. Just as the yielding net in the 
hands: of the fishermen of Galilee en- 
clcsed the fishes, so let’s be used of Christ 


Let him use us to catch- 





to catch men. And we will gladly de- 
liver our trophies at his feet. “Bring of 
the es) which ye have now caught” (John 
21:10). 

And, last, I like to think of 
those nets which the fishermen paused 
now and then -to mend. Nets broken 
and worn with the strenuousness of the 
fishing. The Master Fisherman watches 
the breaks. ‘Come ye yourselves apart 
. » . and rest a while,” he said. to the 
disciples when they returned from their 
first-hard trip upon which he had sent 
them. It must have been very wonderful 
to have the Master refresh them. We 
will get tired, some strands will be broken 
under the strain, but oh, what a Restorer! 
“He restoreth my soul,” sang David — 
and when the Lord Jesus mends the net, 


it goes back to service better than when | 


it was new. 

Fellows, this may be a great moment 
for you, if you can hear the call of the 
Lord to his blessed service. Listen. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January, 12): 
1. Almost thirty years. 


2. The record of the baptism is found in | 


all the Gospels but John’s, and the same is 
true of the temptation of Christ. 

3. He records the words of John the Bap- 
tist (John 1: 29-34) which are an explana- 
tion on his part of Christ’s mission, and 
embody an apparent allusion to one incident 
of the baptism itself, the appearance of the 
Hely Dove, which fact is recorded in all 
the other accounts. But the Gospel of John 
does not tell the story of Christ’s baptism 
at all, though dwelling fully on the Bap- 
tist’s work. 

4. Matthew alone records Christ’s own 
words of explanation of the reason or mean- 
ing of his own baptism (see Matthew 3: 
14, 15). 

5. The avords of God the Father com- 
mending his Son, “my beloved” (see mar- 
gin of Matt. 3:17, American Standard 
Version) are thrice recorded. - 

6. The Spirit of God presided over both, 
and one immediately followed the other in 
the life of the Lord. Then, in the tempta- 
tion, Satan sought to make of no effect the 

words of God spoken at the baptism, by 
tempting Christ not to trust his Father 
and provide for himself. 

7. John’s attitude was human evi’ence, 
and the testimony of the Father and of the 
Spirit were divine testimony. 

8. Twice Satan predicated the temptations 
upon the assumption of his deity. 

9. They were all aimed at overthrowing 
his ‘claim to be the unique Son of God. 

10. Matthew 8:29 and Luke 8: 28, 

11. Job 1:6 

12. None. Fallen man, apart from 
Christ’s power, is utterly unable to cope 
with this supernatural enemy. 

13. Because God has assured us of his 
power over Satan, and that that power is 
available to us for the asking (Luke. 10: 
13; 1 Cor. 10:13 and John 10: 28, 29). 


Teaching Churches to Give 


HE Layman Company’s pamphlet, 

“Winning Financial. Freedom,” has 
proved so popular and effective that once 
more we offer it to any pastor without 
charge. On request we will send, post- 
paid, enough copies to supply all the lay 
officials of his church. 

The pamphlet describes a simple 
method’ by which the pastor may carry 
on, quietly and steadily, the education of 
his people in the principles of Christian 
giving, without interfering with his other 
work, and at a cost. purely nominal. 

The Layman Company is a non-profit, 
interdenominational Christian agency 
which puts its resources at the service of 
all the churches. 

When you write please mention THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, and give your 
denomination—The Layman Company, 
730 Rush Street, Chicago. 

ve 

You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
ilbustration. It may be had from The 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
843 North. Weils Street, Chicago, at 75 
cents, postage § cents. 





| 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 26. What Is Our Church Planning This 


Year? Acts 2: 41-47; 13 : 1-3. (Denomina- 
wae Day. Beginning Cnristien Endeavor 
ee 

Feb. 2. . iow May Endeavorers Crusade with 
Christ? Rom. 12:1-9. (Christian En- 
deavor Day.) 

Feb. 9. Ways of Studying the Bible. 2 Tim. 
3: 14°t7; 2: 15. 

Feb. 16. Lessons from John’s First Epistle. 
1 John 1: 7-10; 3: 1-3. 


Sunday, January 19 
Shall: We Abolish or Expand Missions? 
Why? ~y 
(Matt. 28: 18-20; Acts 1:8) 





Mon.—Christ’s hope (John 17 : 20-23). 

Tues.—Jesus’ part in missions (Mark 16: 
19, 20). 

Wed.—Paul’s expansion ideas (Rom. 15: 
18-21}. 

Thurs.—Heeding the call (Acts 16:9, 10). 

Fri.—The Spirit's prompting (Acts 13: 


1-3). 
Sat.—John’s vision (Rev. 6: 2). 











What are the reasons for abandoning mis- 
sions? 

‘What is the world’s need for missions? 

What good have missions done? 


N AFRICAN woman once asked a 

sad question of a missionary, and we 
should let its challenge ring in our ears 
as: we think about this week’s topic. She 
said, “‘Why do not more come to tell 
us? Is it because they do not love us, 
or because they do not love Christ very 
much ?” 

we 


There are several good reasons undér 
which missions may be abolished. We 
may see them by contrast by reading the 
verses in our Seripture lesson. The first 
one is unbelief that all power in heaven 
and in earth has been given unto the 
Lord Jesus Christ and resides in him. If 
we do not believe that he is God’s unique 
Sen into whose hands has been ‘com- 
mitted all power, then we may well give 
up all that has been gained in foreign 
lands, for it has been won only on this 
basis and we shall not have the cour- 
age or the strength to carry on without 
an all-powerful Saviour. 

+e 

The second reason is an unwillingness 
to teach and preach to the lost “all 
things” whatsoever Christ has commanded 
us. -He himself has said, “Ye must be 
born again” (John 3:7). He said, “I 
and the Father are one” (John 10: 30). 
Again we find him saying, “I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the 
world: again, I leave the world. and go 
to. the Father. . . . These things I -have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” 
(John 16:28, 33 and John 15:5). If 
we are not willing to teach that the Lord 
Jesus is the .Sen of God, or that those 
who do not know him are eternally lost, 
if we do not believe that only in living, 
vital touch with him can we do anything 
to help the lost, then we may well aban- 
don missions, for we have no message 
to carry and no incentive. In fact, we 
are wasting time in missions if those 
without Christ are not lost, for they do 
not need a Saviour and may be left un- 
disturbed with their idols of wood and 
stone. 

ye 


A third reason under which we hag 
abolish missions is an unwillingness to 
heed the command of our Lord. His 
Word tells us to go and to teach and 
to baptize and to witness (Matt. 28:19 
and Acts 1:8). If we do not recognize 
our Lord’s command to us, then may we 
well abandon missions, for we have no 
authority for-carrying the Good News to 
others. 
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What Should a 
Sunday School Paper for 


Teen Age Young People 
Contain ? 


What would you say? 





Certainly, if your Sunday-school stands for the Bible as 
God's infallible ‘guidebook for life, you will want 
your young people’s paper first of all to lead the 
way in sound, practical Bible study, especially de- 
signed to attract and interest youth. 


CHRISTIAN YouTu, the new weekly’ paper for teen age 
boys and girls, is doing just that, according to 
many enthusiastic letters to the publisher, by pro- 
viding an interesting every-week lesson help, so 
arranged that the pupil can do, and will want to 
do (there’s the rub!) real home work on the next 
Sunday’s lesson 


Then you will want to find in your young people's 
paper worth-while stories and other fascinating read- 
ing matter, not of the sugary type, but rich in 
up-standing, Christian principle that makes for vig- 
orous, cheerful, and healthy spiritual life. 


That Curistian. Youtu is doing this is most encourag- - 
ingly verified by many letters from its rapidly grow- 
ing company of readers. 


In these difficult days, when every spiritual touch is so 
necessary and important in the lives of our youth, 
think what it would mean in your school to have 
an every-week paper of this type in use, helping 
the teachers in securing lesson study co-operation 
from the boys and girls, and teaching through the 
eye gate through the week the same principles you 
are endeavoring to a through the ear gate on 
Sunday. 


Will You Try It? 


You can test out at a moderate cost what CHRISTIAN 
Youtu can do for your school. 


For 10 cents each your teen age pupils can be sup- 
plied with CurisTiAN YoutnH for ten weeks at the 
trial subscription rate. Just fill out and maii the 
attached coupon, and we will mail you a bill for 
the trial subscriptions. 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 


Yes, we shall be glad to try 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH among our teen 
age pupils, in the 


Sunday-school. So please send to 
the following address copies 
at the trial rate of 10 weeks for ten 
cents (for each subscription). Send 
bill for $ 

CONTENTS 


Stories, lesson helps, hints | a ee 
for home studies between 
Sundays, Bible puzzies, 
book chats, world religious Address. .... 
news of general interest, 
Christian Endeavor helps. 
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But, thank God, there are still many 
who gladly acknowledge our Lord’s com- 
mands, who know that there is none other 
name under Heaven whereby men may be 
saved and that without him they are 
eternally lost. For such of us as are in- 
cluded in this group, there is no choice 
as to whether or not we abolish or ex- 
pand missions. For us, our Lord has 
once and for all settled the question when 
he said “Go.” We dare not turn back. No 
need of the world, physical, social, or 
medical, can, in our sight, ever supersede 
the overwhelming need of a Saviour who 
can redeem and save from the penalty 
and power of sin here and now, and who, 
one day, will save from the very presence 
of sin. 

ye 


For the closing part of our meeting we 
shall want to give some concrete examples 
of what missions have done. Some of 
these you will be able to find in your own 
denominational missionary papers. The 
pastor can give you help and information 
in this connection. You will also find 
many striking and marvelous results men- 
tioned in that fine missionary handbook, 
“The Progress of World-Wide Missions,” 
by Dr. Robert H. Glover. It may be had 
from Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York, 
$2.50, net, or from your local bookstore. 


we 
How have I heeded my Lord’s call to go? 


How has my response stimulated or hin- 
dered the cause of missions? 


How much do I pray for missionaries? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Dao’s Sunday School Prize 
By A. O. Stott 


F THERE was one scholar at the Lotus 
Hill Sunday School who was proud 


‘of his attendance record, it was young 


Dao, generally called Teh-ming (“Life 
obtained”). He was in a Junior class, 
and his Chinese teacher was well pleased 
with him in every way 

“See! Teh-ming,” hie said, “if you keep 
right along to the end of this month, 
you will have beaten all the others. 
Forty-nine Sundays without a break, and 
your home the very farthest away of 
all our scholars!” 

The boy grinned with delight; he 
surely meant to get those three more 
marks, no matter what happened. He 
was very keen on his class, because his 
heart was forever saying, “Tell me more 
about Jesus.” Indeed, if he had not been 
nyih-sing — (“hot-of-heart”), his home 
folk might easily have damped down the 
fire. His father—an inn keeper — was 
of that type so common in China today, 
a “no-religion man.” His mother was 
careless, though she believed ‘that the 
idols (and still more the dead ancestors) 
required some worship, but she was al- 
ways so busy attending their Kah 
(‘“‘Road-guests”) that she had little time 
for anything else. It was only the old 
Granny who feared and faithfully fol- 
lowed the Buddhist religion with zeal 
and strong determination. She would not 
let Teh-ming Sing any of the Christian 
hymns in or near the house, terrified lest 
“they might offend the spirits, and cause 
bad luck.” Indeed, she seemed to have 
an uncanny genius for hearing him if he 
attempted to sing anywhere around, and 
would come after him in a rage. 


“Be quiet, thou foolish little earth 


worm, thou stupid puppy dog barking on 
a dust heap, just asking for a. beating.” 
Then Granny would. flourish her heavy 
red lacquer stick which Teh-ming had 
learned to dread. Though the old lady 
spoke like this, she was really very fond 
of the boy; and only afraid lest some 
“listening” evil spirit might become jeal- 
ous of her love and cause him to fall 
sick. She never dared call him Teh-ming 
(“Obtained life”) for fear it might be 
changed to “Obtained death.” Most. of 
her extreme earnestness’ in worship was 
to preserve him alive, so that he might 
offer food and other things at her’ grave. 
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Annuity Gifts to the National Bible 
Institute are not only extraordinarily 
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trained Christian workers proclaiming 
the Gospel at home and abroad. 
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She only beat him because she thought 
by so doing to hoodwink those wicked, 
envy-filled spirits, so that they would 
not know he was reckoned so precious. 
Teh-ming’s mind was full now of get- 
ting the prize offered for-a year’s un- 
broken attendance at Sunday-school. It 
happened to be a very handsomely bound, 
gold-lettered New Testament, and he had 
once heard his father remark, “If the 
-Foreign Jesus book is so valuable, why. 
is it printed and sold much cheaper than 
any of the Chinese holy books?” It was 
bound in such a poor common style that 
he was sure it must be of little account. 
The boy hoped that if he secured that 
special copy as a prize, his father would 
be proud of him, and examine it care- 
fully. The following two weeks he man-’ 
aged to attend, but with increasing diffi- 
culty. His Granny had been taken sick 
and she happened to be worse on “Big 
Worship Day,” so she was sure it was all 
because Teh-ming was offending the 
Great Spirit of sickness. 

“The influence, if bitter, bad,” the 
Buddhist priest had declared, so Teh- 
ming was strictly forbidden to go on the 
third Sunday. It was useless to plead 
with his father who was completely ruled 
by his old mother. 

“But, Honorable One, let me go this 
one time — only once, that I lose not my . 
reward,” begged Teh-ming with breath- 
less anxiety. 

“What matter? A grandson who de- 
sires the useless Foreign Book of lies 
more ‘than. the recovery of his father’s 
most honorable mother is an evil one 








—a.disgrace to his home, and’shall surely 
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Lesson for January 19 


be punished. It is enough, speak no other 
word. Thou shalt not go again.” 

Poor Teh-ming! Bitterly disappointed, 
he rushed out of the house into a thick 
bamboo grove, and flung himself down 
under the trees in despair. At first hot 
rebellious thoughts of disobedience surged 
over .him, but gradually he remembered 
his teacher’s earnest words about “win- 
ning ‘his home folk for Christ.” It would 
certainly not help them to accept the 
new teaching if he went in defiance of 
his father. 

Teh-ming was no coward. He would 
willingly have taken any. punishment, 
however severe, but he felt perhaps there 
was “a more excellent way,” and he 
firmly believed God could make it for 
him. The last Sunday’s lesson had been 
the passage of Israel through the Red 
Sea, and the boy believed he had just 
the same almighty God today. His 
prayer was brief, but to the point: “Please 
take me to Sunday-school tomorrow in 
thine own way.” He hadn’t an idea how 
it could be done, but he could trust. Next 
morning at dawn he looked wistfully out 
of the window, and as the hours passed 
“his heart began to fall down under his 
feet.” 

Suddenly a traveler —a European doc- 
tor —came to the Inn having been held 
up on the road during the night by ban- 
dits and stripped of all his possessions. 
He was thankful to feach any refuge, 
and as soon as he heard of the old 
Grariny’s illness he asked to see her at 
once. ; 

After a brief examination he said re- 
assuringly, “I can; with God’s help, heal 
her, but alas! my stock of medicines has 
been taken with all the rest. I will write 
a note arid prescription to a Chimese doc- 
tor I know in the nearest town, .and you 
could go fastest, small brother. “While 
waiting for the medicine, just look in 
at the Sunday-school next door; the. girls 
and boys have such a happy time there.” 

Teh-ming laughed for sheer joy. Did 
he not know all about that? The way 
he started off, he might have been, run- 
ning in a Marathon race. Never was 
there. a quicker messenger that morning 
than he! He was able to put in an ap- 
pearance at his class for a short time, 
so obtaining his mark in the circum- 
&tances, and then he started back for 
home, which he reached in record time. 

With God’s blessing, his New Testa- 
ment prize was used to bring his father 
to Christ. And old Granny, in her grati- 
tude for her recovery by means of the 
wonder-working foreign medicine, after- 
ward joined them in the Way. 
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With the New Books 


88 Children’s Sermons for All Occa- 
sions. By George Roberts, D.D. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.75.) 
While Dr. Roberts’ book is not designed 
to be. read by children, nor yet to be read 
to them, thoughtful children, trained to 
enjoy serious reading, will undoubtedly 
find it both entertaining and profitable. 
It is, however, a collection of very brief 
‘addresses for the use of ministers who 
have occasion to preach to children. They 
are full of suggestion and capable of 
adaptation to children of various ages 
and. on various occasions. The subject 
matter is ethical and practical rather than 
‘doctrinal; The author appreciates the 
fact that it often “takes a long time to 
make a story short.” ‘His addresses are 
an admirable demonstration of the fine 
art of “boiling it down.” They may well 
prove of suggestive value along the line 
of illustration in the preparation of ser- 
mons for others than children. 


A Garland of Wedding Memories. 
(Fieming H. Revell Co., New York, $1; 
bound in white goatskin, $2.50.) In after 
years, what a pleasure it is to live again 
in memory. the happy days that preceded 
the. wedding and that joyous occasion 
itself. This attractive little book, bound 
in white, is just what the young engaged 
couple will appreciate. It has a page to 
record their first meeting, another for 
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the courtship, others for showers and 
parties, invitations, bridal attendants, 
guests, gifts, announcements, and anni- 
versaries. Appropriate Scripture texts 
and’ verses of poetry are on every other 
page. Some of the texts, though appro- 
priate in themselves, have been taken out 
of contexts foreign to the subject. In 
the center of the book is the marriage 
certificate, which may be signed by the 
minister and witnesses. It is a book 
that will serve as a lovely reminder of 
happy days, and will prove a gift any 
young bride-to-be will cherish. 


Primary Plans for the Smaller Sun- 
day School. By Elizabeth Williams Sud- 
low. (The Union Press, Philadelphia, 
75 cents.) “The biggest thing in the 
Sunday-school ‘world is the little Sun- 
day-school.” So said Dr. Joseph Clark, 
and the truth of this paradoxical state- 
ment cannot but be acknowledged, when 
it is considered that two-thirds. of the 
Sunday-schools in our country average 
less than sixty in enrollment. The value 
of this little book lies in the fact that 
it is adapted to the Primary Department 
in these smaller schools, fully as much 
as to those of the large well-graded type. 
The author has outlined, in a happy, 
sympathetic fashion all her own, the 
methods of building the very best Pri- 
mary program, with reference to its wor- 
ship, fellowship, business, and instruction. 
Emphasis is laid upon surroundings — 
how to make an ugly room beautiful — 
upon handiwork, missionary instruction 
and memory work, and there are several 
valuable appendices. 


After His Passion. By J. C. Massee, 
D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York, $1.50.) Before the successful ad- 
venture of Columbus in crossing the un- 
explored Atlantic, Spain’s coat of arms 
bore the motto: Ne Plus Ultra (“There 
is nothing beyond”). Mystery veiled the 
west beyond the stretch of three miles 
from Spanish shores. But Columbus 
‘returned to Spain victorious. Then Spain 
dropped the Ne of her motto, leaving 
just two words, Plus Ultra (“More 
beyond”). Dr. Massee vigorously pre- 
sents the resurrection of Christ as com- 
pletely robbing the life beyond of dark- 
ness and uncertainty. Christ came, died, 
and arose a Victor, and so caused the 
Ne of Ne plus ultra to be dropped from 
humanity’s coat of arms. In the au- 
thor’s characteristic style he gives seven 
chapter studies of the post-resurrection 
appearances of the Lord Jesus. These 
appearances met definite needs of his 
disciples, needs that are representative, 
and which argue that certain spiritual 
demands will remain unmet until one’s 
soul breathes in the glorious fact that 
Christ is risen. These studies will help 
the doubting Thomases, the repenting 
Peters, and give understanding to the 
burning hearts. 


Paul—Life and Letters. By William 
Dallmann. (Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, $4:50.) An account of the 
life, letters, and travels of the most 
influential of Christians is sure to be 
of interest to all who love the Gospel. 
We are astonished at the fund of in- 
formation in regard to the history of 
the places visited by Paul and are 
charmed when we come to the frequent 
expositions of his letters in which this 
work abounds. This volume is the re- 
sult of the labors of a truly great 
scholar extending through many years. 
To get some, conception of the labor in- 
volved we must remember that Dr. Dall- 
mann consulted something like 342 vol- 
umes and periodicals before he was 
ready to give to the world his estimate 
of the life of the apostle Paul. We 
see something of the minuteness of his 
information when. we read such state- 
ments as'this: “Infidels have denied the 
presence of serpents on Malta, but in 
1820 the Rev. S. S: Wilson killed a ser- 
pent near the spot where Paul had 
shaken one from his hand.” We are 
charmed as we read of the birth, child- 
hood and youth of Saul at Tarsus and 
Jerusalem; we shudder at his persecu- 
tion of the Christians; and wonder at 
his miraculous conversion and the testi- 
mony of him who omes Paul the wit- 
ness of Christ. We feel that we are 





with him in® his early preaching in his 
home town and follow him as he is 
called to Antioch and embark with him 
on his four great journeys. We are in- 
terested in the account of the material 
civilization of the Roman Empire, but 
shudder when we read of her moral de- 
pravity, and rejoice as we realize anew 
how Paul brought before the lost of 
that day the glory of the cross, The 
book is beautifully bound and is printed 
on very fine paper with large, clear 
type. There are 188 illustrations, many 
of them very beautiful. Some are rare 
prints collected with much pains. This 
great work contains a wealth of desir- 
able information for every Christian. 


The Gospel According to Matthew. 
By .G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York and 
Chicago, $3.50.) Here is a book’ one 
cannot “read through at one sitting,” or 
at two or three sittings. It is too rich, 
too closely written, too deep and thought- 
provoking for anything but the most care- 
ful, critical, and intent reading of which 
one is capable. It will prove a mine of 
treasure for teaching the 1930 Sunday- 
school lessons in Matthew. The _ sev- 
enty-three stenographically reported ser- 
mons combine the ripest. results.of years 
of penetrating and analytical study with 
the powerful method of expository 
preaching for which Dr. Morgan has 
become famous throughout the English 
world. Some readers will regret the 
lack of definiteness in his dealing with 
Matthew 24 and 25; others will disagree 
with the author in one interpretation or 
another; while many will want time in 
which to think through some of his quite 
startling statements; for example, that 
the names for Christ in Isaiah 9:6 ap- 
pear in a chronological sequence. But 
certainly the volume is marvelously rich 
in interpretation, suggestion, expesition, 
and application, in some places rising to 


heights of tremendous power. His chap-’ 


ter expounding Matthew 5:17-20 is a 
masterpiece. There is hardly a page 
from which some. expression of great 
strength and force does not strike out 
at the reader; for example: “You never 
find a man teaching that any command- 
ment of God is unimportant, but that be- 
hind his teaching is the fact that he 
himself is breaking that commandment. 
. . - No man ever teaches a command- 
ment with power, if he is breaking it in 
his own life.” 


At Home Among 


Century Co., New York, $3.) According 
to the author, his book has been written 
neither as “predigested fodder of the ‘ain't 
science grand!’ type for the benefit of 
idlers who merely wish to-be entertained,” 
nor for the scientific expert, nor to serve 
as a textbook for students in high school 
or college. He has desigried it for the 
general public among. whom he feels 
there is a “widespread desire not merely 
to know but also’to understand” chem- 
istry. In this, Dr. Kendall, who is Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry and Dean of the 
Graduate School of New York Univer- 
sity, and Professor-elect of Chemistry, 
University of Edinburgh, has ably suc- 
ceeded. However, while written for those 
who are not afraid to think, his book is 
by no means dry or technical. The author 
has a saving sense of humor and the 
gift of being able to explain chemical 
reactions by means of apt analogies, thus 
making his subject quite understandable 
to the average intelligent layman. As the 
title would suggest, the book deals largely 
with the subject of the atom and _ the 
three principal modern theories as to its 
structure. There - are, in addition, 
glimpses into the history of chemistry 
and stories of some of its heroes, all 
told in a delightfully entertaining fashion. 
Unfortunately, in one chapter, “What of 
the Future?” Dr. Kendall steps out of 
his subject in one or two paragraphs to 
take a fling_at Fundamentalists and to 
say a word in favor of evolution. These 
brief paragraphs, however, should not 
prevent the discriminating reader from 
enjoying an otherwise informative and 
highly ‘entertaining bit of reading. There 
are more than. twenty. photegraphic illus- 





trations, as well. as a large number of: 


line drawings and charts. 





11 





the Atoms. By 
James Kendall, A.M., Sc.D., F.R.S. (The | 








LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“Jewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a 
booklet we would like you to read. Itis yours 
for the asking. Just say ‘Send me your book- 
let, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not aword. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central. and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more. copies, either to 
separate addresses of: in-a package to one 
address, $1.50 each; per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cente 
for postage to these rates;.for. foreign sub- 
scriptions add 56 cents for, postage. 
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Extraordinary 


DOLLAR OFFER|| 


Fascinating series of sermons by 

Evangelist A. E. Stuernagel ; beauti- 

fully written with many apt 
illustrations. 


Seven Sermons on Sanctification 
Stirring, illuminating addresses on a subject of 
vital importance. The Sunday School Times Co. 
says, “ It ts the clearest and most Biblical expo- 
sition on F  goatengie produced in recent years.’’ 
138 pp, 
Christ's Coming Reign of Peace’ 
Nine thrilling, descriptive addresses_on the com 
ing Kingdom Age. One-minister said, ‘I thought 
1 teould dip ite t atittle, but could not lay st 
down till I had finished. It is a gem among 
precious stones.” 128 pp. 35¢. 


First Five Sermons on tthe Doctrine of 
‘the Holy Spirit 

Gripping addrezses, meeting a great present day 

need. Numerous recommendations. One minister 

writes, “It sets forth the work of the Holy Spirit 

in a clearer manner than anything I have ever 

read, it ts sane, practical and Biblical.” b4pp. age. 


The Battle Over the Bible 

The Midnight Alarm 

How to Make the Most of Life's Op- 
portunities 

The World’s Greatest Givers 

Social Impurity, the Crowning Sin of 
the Age 

All choice addresses 16 to 32 pp. each. 

The entire list, 425 pages, 26 addresses—all for 


one dollar. Your money promptly returned if not 
satisfied. Address 


WORLD’S BEST LITERATURE DEPOT 
2109 “L” Street, Sacramento, Calif. 


SUPPORT A NATIVE 


’ Trained native Workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from # A to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts — r00q to - 
the field. 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PRBACHER CO., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 























The Bible lastitute Baptist Church of Calgary, Canada 
is seeking a pastor, must be strictly fundamental ; all 
communications private. Address 

Deacons Board, 516-8 Avenue West, Calgary 





Know the 
BIBLE 


asa Pre ation fora 
Fuller Christian Life 


A study of the Bible . . . through the 
Moody Home Study Bible courses... 
provides a source of spiritual benefit 
in time of temptation and trouble. 
Familiarity with the great truths the 
Bible contains, prepares you to meet 
life more confidently. 


Fourteen courses — for home study 
—make possible a complete training, 
at small cost. Credit extended on 
certain courses in the resident school. 


To grade your Bible knowledge, we 
will send you a free 5-Minute Bible 
Test. Mail the coupon today for full 
information on the Moody Home 
Study Bible courses. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
Dept. 4501 153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station Chicago, Ill. 











The Moody Bible Institute Correspondence 
School, 


Dept. 4504, 153. 153 Institute Place 

cago Ave. Sta., Chicago, Ill. 

Please send me Free your Fp toate Bible 
Test, and your = cohalo. No obligation. 
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Address. 
City. 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





( For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


Forgetting to Pray 


E HAVE ‘heard of God’s toilers 
in difficult places sensing at times 
the uplift that comés from realizing that 
somewhere. prayer is being offered for 
them. A Christian woman was saying 
the other day that she: experienced a 
sudden depression, a suddén fet-down, and 
was convinced that somewhere a prayer 
helper had forgotten to pray (1 Sam. 
12: 23). 
January 13 to 19 
Mon.—Matthew 4: 17-25. 

Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee. 
‘The phrase “from that time” (v. 17 
and 16:21) cuts Matthew’s Gospei into 
the two great cleavages—the kingdom 
at hand and the approaching inevitable 
atonement, The Scofield Reference Bible 
notes here are valuable. Foreseeing that 
his nation would eventually reject his 
individual message (v. 23 and 16: 21), he 
called four men from net-casting and 
net-mending in order to train them to 
“catch men” after his work on earth is 
finished 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. Fred J, Peters and the twelve hun- 
dred who have confessed Christ in his 
evangelistic campaign in Porto Rico dur- 
ing the past summer; for the supply of 
all needs. 
Tues.—Luke 4: 16-21. 

Jesus Preaches in Nazareth.. 
Our Lord came in the flesh, for one 
thing, to show us what man ought to 
be. How tremendously he is sensing the 
unctiod of the Spirit (vs. 14 and 18). 
In hith we are entitled to this realization 
of the Spirit’s presence. _ The realization 
will result in our doing successfully what 
he here did (vs. 18, 19). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
three hundred centers in thirty-eight 
States and in Canada of the School Bag 
Gospel League (113 Fulton Street, New 
York), from which boys and girls take 
Testaments and Scriptures to their school- 
mates; pray for the twenty-seven million 
children without Christ in North America. 
Wed.—Luke 4 : 31-37. 

Jesus’ Ministry in Capernaum. 

Christendom today seems to be as un- 
believing. as ancient Nazareth. The 
“leader” in the November American Mag- 
asine, by an alleged famous historian, 
assigns Eve, the mother of all living, to 
a place alongside of mythical women. 
Millions of youth are swallowing such 
infidelity as Gospel truth. The Lord 
wants to send his Eliases and Eliseuses 
of today. (vs, 23-30) to the open-minded 
Capernaum of heathendom and paganism, 
where demonism can and r-ust be de- 
feated. 


PRAYER SusccesTIONS: Pray for the 
Mildmay Mission to the Jews, London; 
for liberty to extend the work in these 
days of unusual opportunity among Is- 
rael; for the work among Jewish chil- 
dren; for wider-spread concern among 
God’s children concerning Israel. 
Thurs.—John 2: 1-11. 

Jesus Attends a Wedding. 

“*Phis did Jesus in Cana of Galilee 
as the beginning of his signs’ (v. 11, 
Greek). . . . What was the fuller teach- 
ing in this first sign? .Would not those 
who thought of him as the Messianic 
King of Israel read in his presence at the 
festal tide of family life the meaning of 
his claim to be Son of ‘Humanity? Would 
not the followers of the hermit John 
learn that Christianity’s message is not 
for the wilderness ‘but for the hearts of 
men, and that life is not one of seclusion 
from the world, but of moral power in 
it?”—Archdeacon Watkins. 


Prayer Svuccétstions: Psay for the 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Steele Sons, North Broad Street, Phila- 
delphia, Treasurer); for the Rev. Archie 
L. Dyer and all other workers. 
Fri.—John 2 : 13-22. 

Jesus Cena the Temple. 
No doubt the disciples remembered, in 
addition to the prophecy about the Lord’s 
zeal (Psa. 69:9), those other prophecies 
that he was to come “like a_refiner’s 
fire” and “like fullers’ soap” (Mal. 3: 
2). If we are not careful to judge what 
is intruding sinfully into our Holy Ghost 
body temples, he may use the small- 
corded whip of chastisement upon us. (1 
Cor. 11: 31, 32). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
four evangelistic. bands. opening, out-sta- 
tions at Ytuanchow, China; for funds to 
buy food as well as to carry: on the: work; 


Sat.—Luke 5 : 27-32. 
The Keynote of Jesus’ Ministry. 
If Satan could have his way he would 
inaugurate a mighty renaissance to oblit- 
erate the word “sin” from twentieth cen- 
tury dictionaries. Great scholar-scientists, 
like Barnes of Smith College, are saying 
that science denies the fact of sin. Pride 
is keeping millions from taking sides 
with God about their sins; from saying 
the same thing about them that God says. 
The word “confess” in 1 John 1;9 is 
homologeo (“to say the ‘same thing’). 


Prayer -SuccesTions: Pray for the 
Miiller Orphanages, Bristol, England, 
Alfred E. Green, Treasurer, and for the 
supply of every need; pray for all or- 
phanages. 

Sun.—Isaiah 9 : 1-7. 
The Birth and "Reign of Christ Forecast. 

Matthew quotes verses 1 and 2 of this 
reading (Matt. 4:14-16); Our Lord is 
the “great Light” which the people who 
sit in darkness see, or should see, if we 
Christians obey our orders (Mark 16: 
15). The Light came “by the way of 
the sea” — blue Galilee. Paul, the great 
missionary to the Gentiles, carried it out 
farther by way of a greater sea, the 
Mediterranean. We take it out farther 
still, by way of the oceans. 

PrayER Svuccestions: Pray for a 
French farmer at La Sympathie Hos- 
pital, Digne, France, saved from double 
pneumonia last summer; that he and his 
five children may receive the light of the 
Gospel; for two Armenian orphan girls, 
and a forsaken babe of a few months; 
for Mr. and Mrs. Henri. Contesse, and 
their two sons just on the threshold of 
life; for the supply of all needs: ~ 


for Mr. Herman Becker, and all workers. | | 
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In ordering goods, or in making t- 
quiry concerning anything advertised ™ 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
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